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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm.,

and read prayers.
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QUESTIONS.

MINERAL SANDS INDUSTRY.
Employees’ Health Sajeguards.

"Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Mines:

(1> Do employees engaged Iin the
mineral sands industry receive medical.
check up and x-ray?

(2) If so, how often is this medical check.
made and who meets the cost of medieal
examination and x-ray?

(3) Are there any records avallable to:
show the effects of mineral dust on the
health of employees engaged in the in-
dustry?

(4) Have tests been carried out by the
department to ascertain the amount of’
mineral dust circulating in the air in the
dry separating section of the industry?

(6) If the answer to No. (4) is “No,”
will he have tests made immediately?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> Regular x-ray examinations are:
likely to be undertaken.

(2) Every two years the cost of these-
examinations is bhorne by the Mines De-
partment.

(3) This being a new industry, no data.
is yet available.

(4) and (5) An inspector of mines is in
the mineral sands district this week, and:
his inspection will include dust tests. A
previous inspection of one deposit showed:
very little dust.

WILLIAM ALBANY-RAYNER.

Initiation of Action re Search
Warrant, ete.

Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minister for-
Health:

(1) As in answer {¢ my question on.
the 28th August, regarding the position of”
William Albany-Rayner, he stated that.
the search warrant had been executed:
upoh instructions of the Police Depart-
ment, will he now advise if any profes--
sional association or mssociations requested.
that the action of the police be taken,
or supplied information which led to the-
police action?

(2) If so, will he supply the names of
the professional association or associa-
tions making the request or supplying the:
information?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No professional association was con-
cerned.

(2) The action was initiated. by the
Medical Board of Western Australia, which.
is a statutory authority charged with the
responsibility of administering the Medical.
Act and not a professional association.
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RATILWAYS.

fa) Burakin-Bonnie Rock Line, Expendilure
on Resleepering, etc.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

{1> What amount was expended on re-
sleepering the Burakin-Bonnie Rock line
in each of the following years:—

Year ended the 30th June, 1954;
year ended the 30th June, 1955;
vear ended the 30th June, 1956;
vear ended the 30th June, 19577

(2) What other expenditure of a capital
nature was undertaken on this line in each
of these four years?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:
(1> Year ended the 30th June—

£
1954 16,585
1955 21,692
1956 34,360
1957 8,790

£
(2) 1954 577
1955 637
1956 1,159
1957 289

fb) Burakin-Bonnie Rock Line,
Employees, etc.

. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

Prior to the discontinuance of the rail
service on the Burakin-Bonnie Rock rail-
way—

(a) What number of maintenance
men were permanently employed
on the line;
what was the numerical strength
of the crew of each train;
what was the average freight load
of—

(1) incoming trains;

(it) outgoing trains?

What was the total number of

trains run over the section in each

of the four years as follows—
year ended the 30th June, 1954;
year ended the 30th June, 1955;
year ended the 30th June, 1956;

)

)

(dx

vear ended the 30th June, 19577,

h'_I‘lt'lle MINISTER, FOR TRANSPORT re-
blieq:

(a) Year ended the 30th June—
Average number

employed during
the year.
1954 ki
1955 19
1956 18
1957 12

(h) Three.
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(¢) Year ended the 30th June—
1954 1955 1956 1957
(i) Tons 19 17 19 19
(ii) Tons 88 64 82 123

(d) Year ended 30th June—
1954 438
1955 455
1956 467
1957 483
The number of trains shown is
the total “up” and “down’ trains
irrespective of the mileage run on
any particttlar trip.

(e) Bunbury Marshalling Yards.

Mr, ROBERTS asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Has the matter of new railway mar-
shalling yards in Bunbury been investi-
gated?

(2) If so, what was the result of such
investigations?

li"[‘he MINISTER FOR TRANSPCRT re-
plied:

The matter is still being investigated,

(d) South-West Bus Services.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it contemplated that the present
railway road bus services operating
throughout the South-West from Bunbury,
will be reduced in the near future?

(2) If so, what services will be affected?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) An investigation is being made to as-
certain what economies may be effected.
The examination conforms to the amend-
ment inserted by the Opposition in the
resolution for the discontinuance of cer-
tain lines.

(2) This will not be khown until the
examination is completed.

DAIRYING.
Details of Stock, Wokalup Cenire.

Mr. T. W. MANNING asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) What is the name, the dam’s name,
and the breed of each of the dairy breed
bulls in service, or purchased for service,
at the Wokalup artificial breeding centre?

(2) What is the recorded—

(a) butter-fat test;

(b) solids-not-fat test;

(¢) butter-fat production;

(d) solids-not-fat production;

(e¢) milk production;
of each of the dams of the dairy breed
bulls in service, or purchased for service at
the Wokalup centre?
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The MINISTER replied:

The pedigrees, particulars of which I
shall table now, give the names of the 15
dairy bulls in service at the Wokalup
artificial breeding centre. There are—

4 Jerseys

4 Guernseys

4 Ausiralian Ilawarra Shorthorns
3 Friesians,

The pedigrees show the names and the
actual recorded yields of each of the dams
and of several other animals in each pedi-
gree. The yields are stated as 1bs of milk,
Ibs of butterfat, perceniage butterfat test,
the duration of the test and the age at
which each producion has been recorded.

It is not the practice anywhere in the
world to record the solids-not-fat percen-
tage and production in a production-re-
cording system.

The Guernsey bull “Yarraview Daffodil
Dlusirious” has been purchased subject to
veterinary clearance. This pedigree will
also be tabled.

OIL,
fa) Conirol of Discharge by Ships.
Mr., ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Works:

(1> What is the law with regard to the
discharge of oil by ships—

(a)} while in port;
(b) after leaving port?
(2) What methods are adopted to police
this Jaw—
(a) while ships are in port;
(b} after ships leave port?
(3) Has any action been taken to
tichten up and make more effective the

law and the policing of the law so that
our beaches may be protected?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> (a) (i) Port of Fremantle:

Fremantle Harbour Trust
Regulations Nos. 84, 99, 206

to 214, 302.
(ii} Ports of Albany and Bun-
bury:
Regulations similar to
those applicable at Fre-
mantle.
(iii) Other Western Australian
Ports:
Western Australian Marine
Act, 1948.

Shipping and Pilotage Con-
solidation Ordinance, 1855.
Ports and Harbours Act,
37 Victoria, No. 14.

(iv) All ports:
Commonwealth navigation
laws.

[46]
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(b) (i) Territorial waters:

Legislation is mow under
urgent consideration by the
Commonwealth and all
State Governments and port
authorities in line with
recent International Con-
vention for the Prevention
of Pollution of the Sea by

Qil, 1954,

(ii) Extra territorial waters:
Legislation is now under
urgent consideration by

the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.,
(2) (a) By port officials and Police
Force over 24 hours of the day
seven days a week.

(h) See answer to No. (1) (b} (i).

(3} This matier is now under active and
urgent consideration by the Common-
wealth and all State Governments and
port authorities throughout Australia.

(b} Introduction of Legislation,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON (without
notice) asked the Minister for Works:

Arising out of his answer regarding the
discharge of oil by ships, can he give any
further information on the extent to
which the considerations have gone 380
far or whether there is any possibility of
legislation being introduced this session?

The MINISTER replied:

The information which I gave to the
hon. member this afterncon was s0
voluminous that I had to hand it in. If
he wants any further information, I sug-
gest that he should put his question on
the notice paper.

MENTAL HOSPITALS.
Purchase Price of Land, Guildford.
Mr, CROMMELIN asked the Minister
for Health:
(1) What was the agreed purchase price
of the land bought recently at Guildford
for 2 new mental hospital?

(2) Has the land been paid fer in full,
and if not, what were the terms?

The MINISTER replied.

(1) £67,805.

(2) Yes, with the exception of one small
parcel, the transfer of which has been de-
layed pending the issue of a court order
authorising the owner to sell.

SEWERAGE.,
Conversion of Perth Treatment Works.

Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) Purther to my question of the 12th
September, 1956, re Perth sewage treat-
ment works, will he indicate what pro-
gress has been made to date?
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(2) Is it likely that the conversion will
be completed by the end of 1959, or if not,
when is it expected to be completed?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Considerable progress has been
made. Construction of two pre-aeration
tanks and enlargement of the Detritus
tank are hearing completion. One large
aeration channel is well advanced and
construction has commenced at two sludge
thickening tanks.

(2) It is anticipated some improvement
of the effluent will result from the opera-
tion of portion of the works as a pilot
plant for effluent treatment during next
summer; also that a substantial portion
of the works will be in operation by June,
1959, and the whole of the works to the
present extent of the flow by June, 1961.
After that date, further expansion will he
provided as required.

TRANSPORT.
Distance of Nearest Seaboard Terminal,
Tone River,

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1> What seaboard terminal supplies
the “B' class fuel depot at Tone River?

(2) What is the distance by road and
reil that fuel is transported from the sea-
board terminal to Tone River?

(3) What is the distance by the most
direct road between Tone River and the
nearest seaboard terminal?

{4) What is the distance by road and
rail by the most direct route between Tone
River and the nearest seaboard terminal?

The MINISTER replied:
(1} Fremantle.

(2) Rail mileage, Fremantle to

Bridgetown 176
Road mileage, Bndgetown to
Tone River ... . 48
Total mileage ... 224
(3) 108 miles to Albany.
(4) To Albany, via Cranbrook, in-

volves 51 road miles plus €6 rail miles,
making a total of 117.

To Albany, via Rocky Gully and Mt.
Barker, involves 82 road miles plus 38
rail miles, making a total of 120,

WATER SUPPLIES.
Mundijong Reticulation.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY asked the
Minister for Water Supplies:

Is he able to state an approximate time
when the town of Mundijong will be pro-
vided with a reticulated water scheme from
the Serpentine Dam?

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER replied:

No. An investigation of the proposition
is now in course.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
Upriver Extension.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the Government abandoned any
plans for upriver extension of the Fre-
mantle harbour?

(2) If so, by what means is it intended
to expand the capacity of the harbour?

The MINISTER. replied:

(1) Yes—the plans of the MecLarty-
Watts Government.

(2) By the utilisation of the area be-
tween the existing berths and the present
traffic bridge.

COCKBURN SOUND.
Deepening and Widening of Channel.

Hon. D, BRAND asked the Minister for
Works:

Is the Government aware of any moves
by the oil refinery authorities to deepen
and widen the channel through the sand-
bank to Cockburn Sound?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
EXPANSION.

(a} State Organisation for Promotion.

Mr COURT asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

(1) What organisation exists within the
Government to ensure that—

(a) prospective industrial and com-
mere¢ial projects are sought out
and contacted—

(1) here in Western Australia;
(i1) interstate;
(iii) abroad?

ample information in attractive
and helpful form is readily avail-
able on all guestions of transporta-
tion, water, power, raw materials,
markets, legislation, etec.?

the information is well presented
and vigorously followed up?

visiting industrialists and investors
are sought out by people of appro-
priate standing, personality and
ability, and given suitable facilities
to examine prospects in the metro-
politan and country areas?

(2) Is any attempt being made to attract
visits here by journalists, industrialists and
others who might be able to “sell” our
potential to their respective States or
countries, even i1f the initial costs of such
visits involve expenditure by the State?

(b)

(c)

(d»
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(3) Has the Government any plans to
sponsor and assist any interstate or over-
seas delegation of Western Austiralian rep-
resentatives to encourage industrial and
commercial expansion in Western Austra-
lia?

(4) Has the Government any plans to
attract industry through power, water,
transportation or other concessions?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) ¢a) (1) The Department of Indus-
trial Development.

(ii) The Department of Indus-
trial Development.

(iii) The Agent General
Western Australia.

(b) The Department of Industrial De-
velopment sponsors and organises publica-
tions giving information regarding services,
markets, legislation, etc., and circulates
these widely in the Easterm States and
overseas. The latest such pulication,
brought out this year, is "Western Austra-
lia, Industry — Commerce, Facts and
Figures”. This publication has been very
well received.

{c} The type of information mentioned
in No. (1) (h) is forwarded toc the Agent
General and trade commissioners for dis-
tribution in their territories, to financial,
commercial and industrial eoncerns, and to
various individuals of importance.

(d) The Premier and the Minister for
Industrial Development, in addition to Gov-
ernment officers, endeavour to meet visitors
of consequence and to indicate the indus~
trial potential of the State.

(2) The Government from time to time
arranges tours for visiting journalists, aud
makes similar facilities available to indus-
trialists and visitors of importance.

(3} No. Hawever, consideration is being
given to the possibility of the Government
participating in a proposed trade-ship
venture, tentatively scheduled for 1958,
and likely to be arranged in the Eastern
States. Detailed information has been re-
quested.

(4) The Government has made financial
assistance available to a wide range of
industry and has preferred this method of
assistance to the granting of concessional
prices for various services. Every applica-
tion for financial assistance is treated on
its merits.

for

(b) Visit of London “Daily Mail”
Representative,
Mr. COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Did a Mr. Leslie Scott, Common-
wealth and overseas business manager of
the London “Daily Mail” visit this State in
July of this year?

(2) Did he make contact with the Gov-
ernment or the Government make contact
with him?
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(3) Is it correct that Mr. Scott's visit
was to obtain information for a financial
supplement to the London “Daily Mall”
with the idea of explaining some of the
virtues of the Australian Commonwealth
goods on the English market and to stimu-
late the interest of English investors in
Australia?

(4) What was done by the Government
to ensure that Mr. Scott was fully in-
formed both by written information and
by inspection of undertakings in the metro-
politan and country areas?

(5) What the duration of Mr. Scott’s
visit?

(6) Has the Government any indication
of Mr. Scott's reactions to what he was
told and what he saw in Western Australia?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) (2) and (3) Yes.

(4) The Government co-operated fully
with Mr. Scott.

(b} Approximately six days.

(6) It is understood his reactions were
quite good.

INCOME TAZX.

Comparison of State and Uniform
Returns.

Hon. A, P. WATTS asked the Treas-
urer:

(1) Did the economics research officer
of the Treasury estimate in respect of each
of the financial years 1946-47 to 1951-52
the amount by which the sums received
from the Commonwealth out of uniform
taxation differed from the amounts which
would have been raised by the State itself,
under the rates of income taxes imposed
by the State in the immediate pre-uniform
tax years, allowing for the increase in in-
comes?

(2) Will he give the respective figures
thus estimated for each of such years?

(3) Has a similar estimate been made in
respect of the financial years since 1951-
52?7

(4) If so, will he give the respective
figures in each such case also?

The TREASURER replied:

(1} An economic research officer at one
time employed by the Treasury made cal-
culations of this nature. However, these
calculations were not published and, as the
officer hras now left the department, are no
longer available. In light of changes in the
economy, these investigations have not
been continued.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3} No.
(4) Answered by No. (3).
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EDUCATION.
Facilities for Native Children.

Hon. A. P. WATTS asked the Minister
for Education:

(1} Are any, and if so how many, native
children between the ages of 14 and 18
years, receiving school training or techni-
cal education?

(2) If so, in what districts of the State
are they located and what are the facilities
available?

(3) Are there any facilities available at
mission stations for technical education
for native children between the apges of
14 and 18 years? If so, of what do these
facilities consist and where are they?

The MINISTER replied:

The Education Department does not dis-
criminate bhetween white and coloured
children, hence information is not readily
avaijlable, Figures relating to high schools
have been supplied by the Native Welfare
Department while those relating to mis-
sions have been taken from the last age
return (December, 1956).

(1) Yes, 183—

90 at Government high schools or
in post primary classes at
primary schools.

62 at Government schools on
mission stations.

31 at private schools
mission).

{2} North and North-West—

12 at high school.
23 at Government schools on mis-
sion stations.
12 at private schools.
Eastern Goldfields—

12 at high school,
26 at Government schools on mis-
sion stations.

South-West Land Division—

66 at high school or in post pri-
mary classes at primary
schools.

13 at Government schools on mis-
sion stations.

19 at private schools.

The same facilities are available as for
white children similarly situated.

(3) Some provision is made at Mt.
Margaret mission for instruction in wood-
work and domestic science hut generally
the number of children who can profit by
technical education is tco small to warrant
the provision of such facilities on in-
dividual missions.

For this reason, provision has been made
for the new school at Derby to provide
practical courses for native boys and girls
from surrounding schoaols.

Ten bhoys from Wongutha mission farm
attend Esperance Junior High School one
day weekly for instruction in woodwork,
ete.

{mainly

{ASSEMBLY.]

NATIVE WELFARE.

fa) Native Population etc., South-West
Land Division.

Hon. A. F, WATTS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

(1) How many native children are in
the State between the ages of 14 and 13
years, If particulars are not available for
the whole State, approximately how many
of them are in the South-West Land Divi-
sion?

(2) How many mission stations are there
in the South-West Land Division?

(3) How many natives are there in the
South-West Land Division?

(4) How many of such natives—

(a) reside at such missions;
(b) are in touch with such mis-
sions;
giving the figure in respect of each mis-
sion station separately?

(5) How many of the children in the
South-West Land Division between 14 and
18 years are—

{a) iIn such missions,

(b) in touch with such missions;
giving the figures in respect of each mission
separately?

(6) What is the native population in
the following electoral districis—

(a) Albany;

(b) Stirling?

{7) Has the Government any plans for
establishing training centres for such
native children between 14 and 18 years—

(a) in above electoral districts; or

(b) in other parts of the Scuth-West

Land Division;
and if so, where?

(8) Has any provision been made in the
1957-58 estimates for the laying on of
water to the native reserve at Mt. Barker?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Statistics regarding the number of
native children in the State or the South
West Land Division between the ages of

14 and 18 years are not available, The
total number of children in the State
under the age of 16 years is 5,815.
(2) Seven.
(3) 4,852.
(4} (a) Pallotine Mission School,
Tardun . 72
Mogumber Methodlst M1s-
sion 104
New Norcia Mission 162

St. Francis Xavier's Natlve
Mission, Wandering ... 72

Roelands Native Mission 69
Marribank Baptist Mission 49

United Aborigines Mission,
Gnowangerup ... . 48

Total ... 574
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(h) No figures available.
(5) (a) Pallotine Mission School,

Tardun .. 14
Mogumber Methodlst Mls-

sion 19
New Norcia Mission . 15
St. Francis Xavier’s Native

Mission, Wandering ... 12
Roelands Native Mission ... 25

Marribank Baptist Mission 2
United Aborigines Mlsslon.
Gnowangerup ... 3

Total ... 90

(h) No figures available.
(6) (a) Albany e 42
(h} Stirling 624

(7) (a) and (b) The policy is to avoid,
wherever possible, discrimination between
native and white children. Natlve children
have the same opportunities and facilities
for training as white children, particularly
in the more setiled parts of the State.

At Esperance there is a native farm
school conducted by a mission.__ Plans are
in hand for a top technical school at
Derby where native youths will be given
special training in the various vocations
connected with the pastoral industry. In
both, the potential number of inmates
warrants these special projects, but in the
South-West Land Division the training
needs of all children are catered for in the
established training centres.

(8) In the departmental estimates of
expenditure for 1957-58 submitied to the
Treasury, provision was made for the lay-
ing on of water to the native reserve at Mt.
Barker. The Public Works Department has
advised the cost of this job will be £593.
‘The department has recently recommended
that the Treasury approve of the finance
for this work.

(b) Expenditure per Head, Northern
Territory and Western Australia.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

What is the expenditure per head on the
betterment of the native population—

(a) in the Northern Territory?
{b) in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

(a) Approximately £56 per annum {(ex-
cluding substantial health expenditure in-
tezrated into the general Health vote.

(b} £21 2s. per annum, including health,
education and loan expenditure.

(¢} Government Policy on Housing,
Technical Training, ete.

Hon. A. P. WATTS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

(1) What is the current housing policy
of the Government in respect to—

(a) housing for natives on reserves;
() housing for natives in towns?
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(2) Is the Government prepared to pro-
vide financial assistance to native missions
for the establishment of technical train-
ing for native children between 14 and
18 years and, if so, what assistance would
be available?

(3} Is it the policy of the Government
to train natives as welfare officers or as
fleld officers of the Native Welfare De-
partment? If so, are any natives now
being trained for such purposes, how
many are there, and where?

(4) What is the Government's policy in
regard to the provision of communal
amenities huts on native reserves in the
South-West Land Division?

The MINISTER replied:

(1> {a) To provide suitable but modest
accommodation within the limits
of finance available.

As provided by the State Hous-
ing Commission for financially
and socially acceptable appli-
cants.

(2) See answer to No. (7). Where de-
sirable, financial assistance is given to
missions for the erection of hostels and
other facilities.

(3) Yes, However, they must have the
necessary educational and other qualifica-
tions. They would compete with other
applicants for sueh positions, To date,
no native desiring to engage in this work
has been qualified, but nine natives are
employed in clerical positions at present.
Some_ of these do minor welfare work on
occasion.

{4) The provision of amenities huts on
reserves is desirable, but must take a lower
priority than living accommodation and
other basic facilities.

(b)

fd) Commonwealth Financial
Assistarce,

Hon. A, F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

Has the State Government asked the
Commonwegalth Government for finaneial
assistance for native weliare schemes, and
if so0, what schemes and in respect of what
natives, in which parts of Western Aus-
tralia, and what reply has been received
from the Commonwealth Government?

The MINISTER replied:

The Government has made requests to
the Commonwealth Government for assist-
ance to natives in general without success,

Earlier this year the Commonwealth
Government was asked to provide £70,000
for pastoral activities in the Warburton
Range area. to provide employment for
natives. Both the Federal Treasurer (Hon,
8ir Arthur Fadden) and the Minister for
Supply (Hon. H, Beale) have refused this
assistance. PFurther representations have
now been made to the Minister for Terri-
tories (Hon. P, Hasluck). A reply is not
yet to hand,
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KING'S PARK. (b) No flowers or vegetl?tgn of
- : any descriptisn whatsoever
fa) Missing Notice Board. must be picked or injured in
Mr., ROSS HUTCHINSON (without any way.
notice) asked the Minister for Lands: © H ¢ be tak -
n
(1Y Will he ascertain from the King's ¢ orses muslk be taken oWy o
Park Board the facts behind the missing roadways or bridle paths.
notice board which, until a day or two «d) Bicycles must be ridden only

ago, stood near the side of the bitumen
path which practically bisects the angle
of the park formed by King's Park-rd.
end Thomas-st.?

(2) Will he read to the House the full
text of the notice which was printed on
the missing notice board?

The MINISTER replied:

I thank the hon. member for giving me
opportunity to obtain the necessary in-
formation. There is no mystery about the
matter as what has been done with the
notice board conforms to a policy that
has been in existence since 1952, The
answers are—

(1) Owing to numerous Iinguiries re-
ceived by the King’s Park Board from the
public as to the best times to see wild-
flowers in bloom, it was decided in 1952
to place this information on the park
notice boards. The board at the main
entrance to the park was altered in this
direction in 1952 to contain the informa-
tion regarding wildflowers.

Altogether, five boards similar to that
at the corner of Thomas-st. and King's
Park-rd. have been removed during the
last five months for renovation and re-
printing. The hoard from the corner of
Thomas-st. and King's Park-rd was the
last to be taken down and was removed
on Thursday, the 29th August, when em-
ployees were working in that area. One
of the boards was re-erected near Lord
Forrest’s statue about three months ago,
and the gthers will be re-erected shortly.

(2) The information required by the
hon. member is as follows;—

This park was founded in 1871. Iis
area is 1,000 acres, and it is famous
for its indigenous flora which is in
full bloom from August to November.

Lawns and gardens have heen
created in situations that lend them-
selves to this type of wark.

Three motor roads and many surs
faced paths traverse the park.

For the proper management and
preservation of the park for all of the
people for all time by-laws are neces-
sary and these provide amongst other
things that—

() No fires of any description
whatsoever must be lit any-
where in the park unless per-
mission to do so has first been
obtained from the hoard.

on roadways.

Motor vehicles must not leave
the surfaced portion of a
roadway or approved park-
ing aresz and must be driven
at a speed not in excess of
25 miles per hour.

(e)

Penalties up to £20 are provided for
offences against the by-laws but co-
operation rather than penalties is
preferred.

J. BE. Watson,
Superintendent-Secretary,
King’s Park Board.

(b) Information Excluded from
Board.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON (without
notice) asked the Minister for Lands:

Is it not a fact that the motice board
referred to in my previous question when
re-erected will have excluded from it the
words “the primary objeet of this park
is the preservation of its indigenous flora"”?

The MINISTER replied:

That is correct, for the reason that there
is not enough room on any of the boards
now for the additional information in re-
gard to wildflowers. I would point out
that this was done in 1952, so it has been
the policy of the board for a long time
and has nothing whatever to do with the
Bill that is before the House. As a matter
of fact the first alteration was made two
years before the 1954 measure was intro-
duced and became law, making 1t neces-
sary for the subject to be brought here
for consideration,

It is the standard practice of the King's
Park Board to bring up to date, when-
ever it feels able to do so, such facilities
as are offered to the public in regard to
this special information. For years the
board has received so many requests con-
cerning our wildflowers that it had to find
space on the board for the information.
It could have struck out the words relating
to the penalties but did not feel inclined
to do that, and had to find space else-
where and it did the logical thing. It
makes no difference whether these words
are struck out, because the dedication of
the land is not determined by what is on
the notice board but by what is in the
official flles of the department.
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GOVERNMENT COAL CONTRACTS.

fa) A.B.C. Broadcast Regarding Premier’s
Discussion with Union.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Premier:

The draft of a broadcast by the AB.C.
on the 2nd September, reads—

Delegates from the Collie Miners’
Union again discussed with the Pre-
mier, Mr. Hawke, today terms for the
supply of coal to the Western Austra-
lian railways and the electricity com-
mission. The A B.C. political reporter
says it 1s believed that the delegates
reporied to the Premier about the feel-
ing at a meeting of miners at Collie
on Saturday when the men were in-
formed of the Government’s proposals.

On the 28th August I asked the Premier
if he would disclose to Parliament the
basis of the proposals and his reply was
that he thought it was not advisable o
do so at present. I now ask: Why were
the terms discussed with the members of
the union and yet Parliament was refused
this information?

The PREMIER replied:

The Leader of the Opposition put for-
ward a proposition which is not correct.

(b} Union’s Concern in Negotiations.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
ihe Premier:

In what particular was the report in-
correct?

The PREMIER. replied:

I should not have to inform the Leader
of the Opposition's mind on questions
which he puts up and which are based
upon hearsay or on some sort of general
report. What I would say is this: The
members of the coalminers’ union at Collie
are naturally extremely interested in the
developmernts which are in the process of
being finalised.

Miners, in the same way as mineowners
and the Liberal section of members of the
Opposition, have feelings, and their em-
ployment is their economic security, If
they lose their employment, they lose their
economic security. Consequently, they are
entitled to be brought into the consulta-
tions up to a point, but not beyond that
point. They have been brought into the
consultations in regard to the matters
which affect their own standing in the
coalmining industry and their future wel-
fare. Beyond that they have not entered
into the discussions, and they certainly
have not had placed before them the pro-
posed conditions of contract, nor have they
had placed before them a number of other
\tffry important angles to this total situa-

on.
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fe) Union Requests for Information
Rejused.

Mr. MAY (without notice) asked the
Premier:

With respect to the coal contract to
which he referred this afternoon, will he
agree that although the unions at Coliie
endeavoured on several occasions to ob-
tain information in regard to the coal con-
tract, at no time were the terms of this
contract given to the unions?

The PREMIER replied:

Naturally, the members of the coalmining
unions were anxious to get all the informa-
tion they could, and on some occasions they
did ask for more information than the
Grovernment could see its way clear to make
available. Consequently, on each ocecasion
the Government was asked for more in-
formation than it considered should be
made available to the unions, the requests
of the unions were not granted.

BETTING CONTROL BOARD.
Licences, Prosecutions, Staff, Annual Cost.

Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Native Welfare:

{1) How many licences have been issued
since the inception of the Betiting Control
Act—

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country?

(2) What is the total number of licences
that—

(a) have been relinquished
tarily;

{b) have been cancelled by the hoard?

volun-

(3) How many prosecutions have been
lodged by the board for breaches of the
regulations?

(4) How many persons are on the staﬁ‘
of the Betting Control Board?

(3) What is the annual cost of running
the Betting Control Board?

The MINISTER replied:

I thank the hon. member for giving me
notice of these questions earlier in the
afternoon. I have been able to obtain the
information for him, whjch is as follows:—

(1) (a) 129,
(by 156.

(2} (a) 5%
(b) Four.

In addition, the renswal of one licence
has been refused by the board.

(3) The board does nof institute pro-
secutions.
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The following prosecutions have been
taken—

(a) by the Police Department under
the Betting Control Act and re-

gulations: —
Number of
Section or Prosecutlons
Class of Offence. Regulation. vear ended—
81-7-56.  31-7-67.

Bookmaker betting on un-
lfcensed premises ... Sec. 13 1

Bookmaker betting with

persons under 21 years .

of age ... Sec. 21 (a) 2 2

Bookmaker permitling per-
son under 21 to remain
on premises . e Bee. 21 (c} 1

Persons under 21 on regis-
tered premlses e Beg. 22 (a) 24

Persons under 21 bettlng 35

. onregistered premises ... Sec. 22 (b) 34

Persons under 21 request-
ing another to place bets See. 22 (c) 5

Persons betting at un-
registered |Iaremises .. Sec. 23 (1) 22

Persons placing bets for

person under 21 ... Sec. 23(2)(d) 2
Unlicensed person bettlng

on unregisiered premises  Sec, 27 12 1
Person employed by book-

maker  without eom-

ployee's licence ... Regn. 33
BooKkmaker employing un-

licensed person ... Regn. 37 1
Person knowingly taking

liquor into registered

prémises . Regn. 60 1

Totals 175 45

(b) By the Commissioner of Stamps
(as advised by his office).
Five prosecutions have been
lodged by the Commissioner of
Stamps under the Stamp Act.

(4) The board comprises five members,
two of whom are on a full-iime basis, and
a staff of five persons is employed.

(6) For the year ended the 30th June,
1957, £15,482.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE.
Disclosure of' Legislative Provisions.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Premier:

In.view of the Press announcement that
Cabinet has reached agreement in prin-
ciple on the provisions for long service
leave legislation, will he advise whether
these provisions have been made known
to the State Executive of the AL.P, or
other controlling body of the ALP,
and/or tp the Employers' Federation?

The PREMIER replied:
No. .

LOAN ESTIMATES.
Priority over Revenue Estimates.

Hon. D. BRAND (without notice) asked
the Treasurer:

If it is his intention to proceed with the
introduction of the Loan Estimates today,
what is the reason for proceeding with
them before the Revenue Estimates?

[(ASSEMBLY.)

The TREASURER replied:

The Leader of the Opposition, by ask-
ing this question and by causing me to
answer it, is already delaying the intro-
duction of the Loan Estimates by any-
thing up to two minutes. I presume that
that will not have vital financial con-
sequences upon Western Australia.

The reason for introducing the Loan
Estimates at this stage is that they are
ready and, consideration of them having
been completed by all those concerned, it
was thought advisable to introduce them
to give members of this House full oppor-
tunity to consider and debate them. The
Budget Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure are not yet completed. ‘They
are very nearly completed and as scon
as they are and have been printed, they
will be introduced.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1957-58.
Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read transmitting the Loan
Estimates for the financial year 1957-58,
and recommending appropriation.

In Committee,

The House resolved into Committee to
consider the Loan Estimates, Mr. Moir
in the Chair,

Vole—Railways, £2,760,000;

THE TREASURER (Hon. A R, G,
Hawke—Northam) [4.39]1: At the meeting
of the Loan Council held this year, the
total borrowing programme for all the
States was fixed at a figure of £200,000,000
for the current financial year. Western
Australia will have less loan funds avail-
able in 1957-58, than in the previcus finan-
cial year. This arises from the fact that
we succeeded last year in obtaining a
special lpan allocation of £2,000,000 to
assist the State in providing more employ-
ment than it would have been in a posi-
tion to provide otherwise,

Western Australia’s Allocation,

Attempts were made at the last Loan
Council meeting to have Western Austra-
lia’s normal allocation made greater be-
cause of the fact that there was some un-
employment still remaining in the State,
and which we thought at that time would
surely increase as the winier months came
along. However, ho special allocation was
made to the State in that matter for this
financial year. Unfortunately, unemploy-
ment has increased somewhat during the
winter months with the result that the
number of unemployed today is greater,
but not very much greater, than at the
time this year's Loan Council meeting was
held.
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The total loan fund$ raised last finan-
cial year amounted to £19,800,000, and this
year we expect to receive £18,840,000. This
will mean a reduction of slightly over
£1,000,000 compared with the allocation we
received in total, including the special al-
location, last year.

Commonwealth-State Housing
Projects.

An amount of £3,000,000 of this year’s
allpcation has been allotted for Common-
wealth-State housing projects. This leaves
a balance of £15,840,000 for other works.
In addition, we will have loan repayments
of approximately £1,683,000 coming in, and
altogether, therefore, we will have avail-
able for works other than Commonwealth-
State housing projects, a total amount of
£17,523,000. Full delails of the proposed
expenditure of loan funds for this finan-
cial year will be found in the printed docu-
ments which have already been circulated
to members, and which are available for
such study as they care to give to the
documents.

State Electricity Commission
Borrowings.

In addition to the amounts I have al-
ready referred to, the Loan Council has
given approval for borrowing by the State
Electricity Commission of a maXitnum
amount of £2,000,000 during this financial
year.

Raihnoays,

I propose now to give some details of
the estimated expenditure by the Railway
Department. during this financial year and
also some of the main items of expenditure
incurred by that department in the last
financial year. The total expenditure of
that department during 1956-57 was
£3.820,000. Of that amount, overseas con-
tracts absorbed £1,142,000. This money
was paid mainly on account of the “V”
and “X" class locomotives. The balance of
£2,6878,000 was expended on works within
the State. The main items were:—

£

Permanent way and track
structures, renewals and
improvements . .

Communications, train con-
trol and SIgnallmg .

Permanent way machinery,
plant, raii and road
vehicles .

Station yards, 51d1ngs, cen-
tralised traffic control,
station and administra-
tion buildings

Barracks and industrial re-
quirements and amenities

Collie—new yard and loco
depot

Rollingstock in addmon to
“¥" and “X" class loco-

motives .

1,805,000
64,000

45,000

93,000

97,000
83,000

252,000
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The main items of expenditure to be
financed from this year's loan allocation
to the Railway Department of £2,760,000
will be found in the following table:—

£
Relaying and ballasting ... 860,000
Renewal of track compo-
nents, rails, sleepers,
bridges and culverts 840.000

Communications and signa'.'l'-'—

ling 120,000
Statmn yard 1mprovements

and extensions 74,000
Collie—locomotive depot . 79,000
Barracks, amenities, insti-

tutes and housing . 131,000
Workshops, machinery and

eguipment .. 192,000
Coaching stock . 105,000
Brakevans and wagons 53,000
Locomotives ... 35,000

Mr. Hearman: What is coaching stock?

The TREASURER,: That would he for
replacement of passenger coaches which
are no longer usable or are no longer re-
spectable. It will be seen from the in-
formation I have given, that a very hig
amount of our loan allocation to the Rail-
way Department was used up in paying for
imported locomotives which had been
ordered in England some considerable time
previously and which had to be paid for
in the last financial year.

If we extract the amount so expended
of, approximately, £1,100,000 from the total
expenditure by the Railway Deparfment
last year from loan funds, and compare
the net figure with the total estimated ex-
penditure this year of loan money in con-
nection with the railways, we will find
that those two figures are much about the
same. In other words, the total expendi-
ture of loan money within Western Austra-
lia in connection with railway activities
this year will be about the same as the
total amount of loan money which was ex-
pended within the State for railway pur-
poses in the last financial year.

Hon. D. Brand: Do you know of any
orders outstanding or unfulfilled from
Great Britain or overseas?

The TREASURER: I think not. If
there are, they will be very small indeed.

Rehabilitation of Railway Tracks.

Last financial year about 86 miles of
track were relaid with heavier rails, and
ballasting was undertaken on the newly
relaid sections. For the current financial
year, the objective is 71 miles to be relaid
and ballasted. This will include continua-
tion of re-railing work on the Eastern
Goldfields railway line,

When that work is completed on the East-
ern Goldfields railway line, there will only
be 32 miles of that track still to be relaid.
In other words, at the end of this financial
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year the total length of railway line be-
tween Perth and Kalgoorlie will have heen
almost completely relald. That is a very
big achievement considering the restricted
-loan moneys which have been available in
recenit years. It certainly is putting into
first-class order a railway line which
carries a tremendous amount of hoth pas-
senger and goods traffic.

A commencement will be made during
this financial year with relaying the Great
Southern railway line, and also the Perth-
Fremantle section of the railway system.
I mentioned last year that track regquire-
ments were the most pressing demands, and
were likely to continue to be so for some
years Lo come. For that reason, it will he
noted that a large proportion of the total
loan money allocated to the railways this
financial year will he made available for
the purposes of ecarrying out important
work to railway tracks. In fact, approxi-
mately two-thirds of the total allecation to
the Railway Department will he used for
track rehahilitation.

Tramways.

In connection with the tramway system,
a sum of £111,000 was expended last year.
The main item of expenditure was the
payment of £100,000 towards the purchase
of 20 new Daimler omnibuses. During the
current financial year, provision has been
made to complete the purchase of those
omnibuses at an estimated cost of £54,000.
I think 211 members are aware that tram-
ways a5 such have more or less had their
day. We have very few tramways remain-
ing in use in this State today. I think
there are only two main tramway lines in
operation now. Gradually our trams have
been replaced by road buses—trolley,
petrol or diesel vehicles. I suppose it would
not be stretching the imagination tre-
mendously far to be able to see the day
when there might not be any tramlines as
such operating in this State at all.

I think I mentioned last year, when
referring briefly to this subject, that a
great deal of surprise, to say the least of
it, had been occasioned by the action of
the Passenger Transport Authority in
Melbourne in putting down & new tram
track in Bourke-st. It was not many years
ago when that tram track was ripped up,
and passengers along that route were
catered for by road buses. However, for
some reason, good or bad, the Passenger
Transport Authority in Melbourne sud-
denly decided to put tram tracks in again.
They have been completed and the trams
are dashing up and down Bourke-si. in
Ereat style.

Mr. Jamieson: That might not have
been a wise thing.

The TREASURER: It may be that in
future the Melbourne Passenger Transport
Authority will have some further thought
as to whether it had done the wise thing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

State Electrigity Commisgion.

The expenditure from the General Loan
Pund during the Iast finhancial year in con-
nection with the activities of the State
Electricity Commission amounfed o
£2,100,000. Of that amount £100,000 was
expended on the change of frequency in
the meiropolitan area and £2,000,000 on
peneration and distribution works. - Fur-
thermore, the commission raised £2,150,000
by means of subscribed loans. The public
subseribed £1,600,000 of that amount,
Easily the outstanding activity of the
commission during the last financial year
was the development of the new power
house at Bunbhury, which was officially
ppened recently by the Deputy Premier at
that particular stage of development of
the station. The plant at the Bunbury
power house when completed will have a
capacity of 90,000 kw. The first section
of the station came into operation in May
of this year and assisted very consider-
ably to meet the heavier winter loading
that was imposed upon the station. At
the East Perth station work proceeded
on the erection of the No. 15 boiler plant.
This plant came into commercial service
early in July of this year.

The commission has continued its policy
of extending transmission lines and elec-
tricity services throughout the country dis-
tricts, and has acquired the Denmark and
Cunderdin power undertakings.

Programme for Current Financial Year.

A sum of £1,650,000 has been allocated
from the General Loan Fund to the State
Electricity Commission during the current
year. In addition, the Loan Council has
given the commission permission to raise
the sum of £2,000,000 by subscribed loans.
The greatest expenditure to be made by
the commission during the year will be in
connection with the Bunbury power sta-
tion. The second kilovolt line from Bun-
bury station to Cannington will be com-
menced to ensure that the station is ade-
quately connected to the metropolitan
system. A high tension line will be -con-
structed from Picton to Capel and pre-
liminary work is planned for a line from
Collie to Wagin. Further lines will be
continued to rural consumers throughout
the country districts.

Expenditure on the change of fregquency
in the metropelitan area from 40 to 50
eycles will be confined mainly to the city
area. The sum of £100,000 has been allo-
cated from the General Loan Fund for
such work.

Progress of Commission,

The progress made by the State Elec-
tricity Commission in a comparatively
short period is somewhat remarkable, con-
sidering all the circumstances. The com-
mission has been operating for the most
part during a period of rather rapidly
rising costs. Notwithstanding that fact,
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the commission has, because of support
given to it by successive Governments
from the General Loan Funds and because
of the solid support given by the public
in subscribing moneys for use by the com-
mission, achieved considerable progress. 1
think everybody in this State who gives
thought to the work of the commission—
to the development which it has been able
to achieve in that short period—will agree
that it has done a splendid job for West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Roberts: You just said that Bun-
bury was to be a 90,000 kilowatt station,
Is it not 120,000?

The TREASURER: I can only speak on
this subject from the information made
available to me and which, I think, would
be reliable. It may be that in addition
to what I have said, there is some reserve
proposal to further extend the size and
power generation capacity of the station
at some future time.

Public Works.

The main headings of expenditure under
this department are Public Buildings,
Country Areas and Town Water Supplies,
Drainage and Irrigation.

Public Buildings.

In this year’s Estimates provision Is
made for an expenditure of £2,625,000 for
public buildings as compared with a sum
actually expended last year of £2,538,000.
During last year 150 classrooms for
schools were completed and construction
work was continued at the John Curtin,
Midland Junction, Mt. Lawley, Armadale,
Tuart Hill, Belmont, Merredin and Man-
jimup high schools.

Hospital additions were completed at
various centres and were commenced at
Fremantle, Manjimup, Boddington and
Pingelly. Coanstruction work was con-
tinued at Whitby Falls, Devonleigh and,
in addition, the second section of the
Royal Perth Hospital, Considerable pro-
gress was made on the construction of the
new Government Printing Office at Subi-
aco. During the current financial year,
the construction of new high schools at
Armadale and Mt. Lawley will be com-
pleted and work continued on other high
schools. New high schools at Hollywood,
Applecross and Kwinana will be com-
menced, together with a number of new
primary schools.

Royal Perth Hospital.

I am sure all members have watched
with interest the gradual growth of the
new Royal Perth Hospital. I just forget
the year in which it was commenced.

Hon. D. Brand: It is very gradual.

The TREASURER: It was a long time
ago.

Mr, Heal: I think it was 1937.
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The TREASURER: The new bhuilding is
a huge one in terms of our thinking in
relation to buildings in Western Australia
and when one goes through the new
building and has a careful look at every-
thing within it, then it becomes rather
easier to understand why it has taken so
long to build or to nearly complete the
building. In addition, of course, it has to
be remembered that this work has been
rationed with loan moneys, just the same
as many others. Unfortunately, we in
Western Australis. have a very big pro-
gramme of works to tackle from year to
year and, because our total loan alloca-
tions annually are relatively smaell, it is
found impossible to make more than a
restricted =allocation to each important
work, no matter how much merit each
important work may possess. Therefore,
the completion of a large-scale undertak-
ing, such as this one, does take what ap-
pears to be a great amount of time.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Iz it not a fact
that despite the size of the hospital, it
is just sufficiently large to cater for clini-
cal teaching requirements of the medical
school?

The TREASURER: I am not well in-
formed about that, but I think the sug-
gestion of the hon. member is probably
somewhere near the mark. The second
section of the Royal Perth Hospital and
the remodelling of an old block will be
completed during this financial year. The
official opening of the Royal Perth Hos-
pital will take place in October of this
year, )

New hospital works are to be commenced
this financial year and include a new re-
gional hospital at Albany and additions to
hospitals at Moora, Kojonup, Geraldton,
Kelierberrin, Narrogin, Corrigin, Wongan
Hills and Busselton.

Country Areas and Water Supplies.

Expenditure on the comprehensive
water supply scheme from State loan
funds is estimated at £463,000 during the
present financial vear. The allocation is
approximately £245,000 for the southern
section of the scheme. This amount will
be spent largely on continuing the pipe-
line from Narrogin through Wagin to
Katanning. I think the member for
Katanning may remember that there was
a public meeting at that centre some 18
months ago. There had been something
in the nature of a drought for most of
the summer and people there had de-
manded the presence of my body at a
protest meeting.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Dead or alive?

The TREASURER: I accepted that in-
vitation with much fear and trembling.
However, I think that the week before the
meeiing took place, there was heavy rain
and the reservoir filled up. I think an
undertaking was given at that meeting
that the water from the scheme would be
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at Katanning by the 30th June, 1958. If
that be the date, then we have great
hopes of being able to live up to the under-
taking and, no doubt, the member for
Katanning will arrange, with the co-
operation of the road board, a suitable
celebration on that occasion.

Mr, Nalder: You might get one at
Wagin by the time it gets through.

Goldfields Water Supply.

The TREASURER: An amount of
£218,000 will be used for the northern sec-
tion of the comprehensive scheme, of
which £150,000 will be expended on the
Cunderdin-Minnivale main. Provision is
also made for the expenditure of £319,000
on the existing Goldfields system. Some
of the items to be covered by that expendi-
ture as follows:—

£

Enlargement of main conduit 60,000
Renovations to main conduit 87,000
Improvements to York-Bever-

ley main .. 41,000
Improvements to Goomallmg

extension . ... 18,000
Kalamunda water supply 16,000
Pumps for Kalgoorlie ... 18,000
Catchments, Salmon Gums

area 15,000

Rather playfully. I asked the Mmlster
for Works and Water Supplies why it was
that the department continued to use
the term “conduit.” He gave me an ex-
planation, but I am bound to say that
I still use the term ‘'pipeline.” An amount
of £252,000 has been provided for water
supplies for towns. The major items are

as follows:— ¢
Geraldton water supply 33,000
Albany water supply ... 37,000
Lake Grace water supply 50,000
Dumbleyung water supply 13,000
Williams water supply 11,000

Drainage and Irrigation.

Last year, £235,000 was expended from
loan funds on drainage and irrigation
works, Of that total an amount of
£170,000 was spent on raising the wall of
the Wellington Dam and £46,000 on the
enlargement and rehabilitation of the main
Collie irrigation channel. Provision is
made in this year’s Estimates for a tétal
expenditure of £340,000. Of that amount,
£260,000 will be used to continue the work
of raising the Wellington Dam wall and
£60,000 for further improvements to the
main Collie irrigation channel.

I think it is worth mentioning here that
the work which has heen carried out dur-
ing the last five or six years in raising the
retaining walls of both the Mundaring
Reservoir and the Wellington Dam, is of
tremendous importance. If I remember
rightly, the raising of the wall at Mundar-
ing increased the holding capacity in that
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reservoir by four times, and when the work
of raising the wall at Wellington Dam
is completed, I think it will raise the hold-
ing capacity of that dam by seven times.
It can be seen, therefore, that this work
is tremendously valuable in conserving in
the reservoirs ever so much more water
than was capable of being stored before
the work was put in hand.

North-West.

A considerable amount of work of various
types was carried out last year in the
north-west portion of the State. Expendi-
ture on water supplies, public buildings.
and additions and improvements to jet-
ties, ete., in the North-West amounted to
£250,000 in 1956-57, and provision is made
for spending £300,000 on these works in
1957-58.

State Shipping Service.

An amount of £887,000 was spent last
vear by the State Shipping Service in
meeting progress payments of £184,000 on
the “Koojarra,” £30,000 on the “Dulver-
ton” and “Dorrigo” and £673,000 on the
new ship “Koolama” which is now near-
ing completion in Scotland. Electrifica-
tion and structural alterations to the
“Dorrigo” cost, last year, £230,000, and
£34,000 was spent on structural alterations
to the *Dulverton.”

In the current year's Estimates, provi-
sion has been made to meet further pay-.
ments of £379,000 on the “Koolama,”
£39,000 on the “Delamere” and £30,000 on
the “Dulverton” and “Dorrigo.” It is also
proposed to spend a sum of £244,000 on
electrification and structural alterations
to the “Delamere.”

Members will gather from this informa-
tion that the State Shipping Service is
quite a solid organisation these days, and
I am sure that no member here would
complain about any expenditure because
he would know that the service supplied
by the State Shipping Service to the
North-West represents a lifeline to people
in the industries which operate in that
part of the State.

It is true that a great amount of money
is lost each year on the running of these
ships. However, I think we would all agree
it is impossible {0 maintain population and
industry in the North-West without ade-
quate transport. I think further, we would
agree that the loss which the State has
to meet each year in maintaining this
lifeline is one that we must continue to
meet.

The only other thought I would add is
that the Commonwealth Government
might give more directly in this field of
helping us; although I suppose it could say
with some justification that we receive
from it each year through the Grants
Commission assistance in connection with
the losses which are suffered in the run-
ning of these ships.
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Metropolitan Waler Supply, Sewerage
and Dreinage.

Provision has been made in this year’s
Estimates for £1.431,000 to be speni on
metropolitan water supply as against an
actual expenditure in 1956-57 of £1,252,000.

Serpentine Project,

This is a project which has developed
considerably, and expenditure on it during
1957-58 will amount to £900,000. This will
enable a continuance of construction of
the 48in. main from the Serpentine Pipe
Head Dam to ensure a supply of water as
far as Forrestdale by November, 1857, and
Victoria Park by November, 1958. It will
also enable a commencement to be made
with the diversion of the stream pre-
Id)aratory to the construction of the main

am.

Victoria Park to Mount Yokine Trunk
Main. K
An amount of £120,000 has been® pro-
vided to enable comnmencement of a 42in.
trunk main in order to supply Serpentine
water to Mount Yokine reservoir by
November, 1958.

Mount Yokine—Nollamara High Level
Supply.

Provision of £81,000 has heen made to
extend an adequate water supply to this
high level area where some 300 houses
exist and where a further 500 houses will
be erected during 1957-58 by the State
Housing Comimission,

Minor Extensions and Improvements and
Reticulation of State Housing Areas.
An amount of £106,000 has been pro-

vided for extensions of mains to serve new

houses and new areas as well as for im-

provements to existing water mains, and

£52,000 to reticulate State housing areas
at Nollamara, Cloverdale, Mount Pleasant,
and elsewhere.

Sewerage Works,

An amount of £271,000 has been in-
cluded in the 1957-58 Estimates for sewer-
age works as compared with £180,600 of
expenditure last year. The current year’s
programme includes the following
works.—

£150,000 for amplification of the
Subiaco Treatment Works;

£43,000 for West Midland rising
main extension, and permanent pumps
to relieve the overloading of Guild-
ford main sewer occasioned by current
connections at West Midland and
contemplated connections during
1957-58 of the railway workshops at
Midland Junetion;

£28,000 for an area of Inglewood at
present unsewered and subject to wet
conditions; and

£25,000 for minor sewerage exten-
sions within sewerage areas.
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Drainage Works,

A sum of £98,000 has been provided for
drainage works at Bentley-Welshpool,
Victoria Park-Carlisle, Bayswater and
South Belmont.

Mines.

The major work contemplated this year
by the Mines Department will again be
associated with deep drilling, Diamond
drilling on gold and mineral areas, which
has been very successful to date, will con-
tinue. ©On areas held by individuals or
small companies and which, afier geo-
logical examination, appear to warrant it,
drilling will be conducted on a £ for £
basis, the Government's contribution to be
repaid should results disclose economic
deposits of ore.

Drilling on Crown Land.

Some drilling at departmental expense
will be conducted on Crown land, and 1
am hoping that this drilling on Crown
land will prove to be sueccessful. In the
event of some good deposits of gold being
uncovered in this way, the State itself
might become the owner, if not the
operator, of valuahle gold deposits and the
days of revenue deficits and loan money
shortages might quickly pass away and
Western Australia be able to make con-
siderably faster progress than is possible
under the existing financial conditions.

Hydrological Section.

The department is now organising a
hydrological section under which, follow-
ing geological examinations, drilling for
water in approved districts will be under-
taken. It is thought that this work could
be very valuable in the more remote areas
of the State and could lead t¢ the dis-
covery of large scale water supplies which
would he of great value in those areas.

Leoans will continue to be made in re-
spect of promising mines requiring as-
sistance, and the scheme of assisting pros-
pectors will also be continued.

State Housing Commission.

The commission completed the erection
of 355 houses under the provisions of the
State Housing Act during the past year,
and on the 30th June, 1957, it had 135
houses under construction. An amount of
£305,000 is provided for the completion of
these homes and for the letting of further
contracts during the year.

Provision is again made to assist home-
builders by way of second mortgage, and
£100,000 has been provided for loans under
this heading. During the past year, 194
loans were approved for a total amount of
£138.000. However, actual paymentis made
during the year amounted to £83,550, the
remainder representing a commitment for
the current year. A sum of £20,000 is be-
ing provided for assistance to ‘self-
helpers” and for additions to existing
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homes, It is estimated that £325,000 will be
expended on land acquisition and develop-
ment and loans to local authorities for
road construction in areas being developed
by the commission.

Provision has also been made for re-
payment in this current year of £400,000
of the loan of £500,000 fromn B.P. Refinery
(Kwinana) Ltd. It is planned to repay
the balance of this loan in the next finan-
cial year. Members, I think, will recollect
that this company made a loan of £500,000
to the State to assist the Government to
meet the heavy expenditure on public ser-
vices in the Kwinana district, in connec-
tion with the establishment of the large-
scale oil refinery in that area.

Agriculture.

The total expenditure last year was
£150,000 of which £132,600 was spent on
the construction of the new laboratories
at South Perth. The balance of the alloca-
tion was spent on improvements to research
stations, flve new cottages being erected
and machinery and hay sheds provided.

The sum in 1957-58 is £180,000 of which
£170,000 will be required for the completion
of the new laboratories at South Perth.
The balance of the funds will be utilised
for the completion of new district offices
at Katanning and Northam—I think this
is the first time Northam has had a men-
tion in these Estimates—and improvements
to research stations.

Forests.

In this financial year, £250,000 will be
spent on the development of pine planta-
tions. Of this sum, £100,000 is to be pro-
vided from loan funds and the balance of
£150,000 from the reforestation fund.

Charcoal Iron and Steel Industry.

In 1956-57, £155,000 was spent from loan
funds on extensions to the plant at Wun-
dowie, and £5%5,000 is to be spenit in the
current year. Good progress is being made
with the erection of the second blast fur-
nace, which is expected to be in operation
by the end of this year. The expansion
programme should be completed towards
the middle of 1958. Knowing the great
interest that most members have in this
undertaking, I have obtained some addi-
tional information which I think will be
appreciated.

The capital cost of this industry be-
fore the expansion took place was
£1,400,000. The addition of a second blast
furnace, expansion of the existing furnace,
addition of retorts and associated plant at
an estimated cost of £800,000 will increase
the total capital cost to £2,200,000.

This expansion will increase the eapacity
of charcoal iron production Irom 14,000
tons per annum to 36,000 tons per annum
at Wundowie. In the distillation section
of the plant, acid output will rise from 300
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tons to 500 tons per annum and the metha-
nol output from 100 tons to 250 tons per
anhum. It is not intended to increase the
sawmilling capacity and the timber output
will remain at 5,000 loads per annum as at
present.

Estimated Increased Value of Production,

The tetal annual value of production be-
fore expansion was £700,000 and it is esti-
mated when the additional plant is in
operation that it will be £1,500,000, based
on current selling prices. In other words,
an increase of approximately £800,000 in
the total annual value of production. This
will result in an estimated net profit, after
meeting all charges, of £200,000.

As a result of the inereased production
arising from the additional capital expen-
diture, it will be possible to increase the
existing permanent staff from 280 to 400
employees. So it will be seen that this
work will provide additional employment
for approximately 120 men., European
buyers will be visiting the plant next month
with a view to negotiating long-term con-
tracts for the supply of charcoal iron.

Fremantle Harbour Trust.

Works costing £412.000 in 1956-57 em-
braced the construction of the No. 10 berth,
north and south quay reconstruction, the
completion of the signal station, and the
acquisition of general working assets. The
main items to be financed from the esti-
mate of expenditure of £550,000 this year .
are the completion of the No. 10 berth,
new passenger berth facilities, and further
reconstruction work on the north and south
quays.

Metropolitan Passenger Transport Trust.

A Bill will probably be introduced later
this session to set up an authority to
operate all road passenger services in the
metropolitan area. I am pleased to see
the member for Nedlands rubbing his hands
and looking so pleased in anticipation of
the introduction of this measure. It is en-
visaged that the proposed trust will absorh,
progressively, all the road passenger ser-
vices in the area.

Hon. D. Brand: Is it necessary to intro-
duce the Loan Estimates for the purpose
before a Bill is brought to this Chamber?

The TREASURER: I think not. If legis-
lation is passed to establish the proposed
trust, it is anticipated that an amount of
£200,000 will be required during the cur-
rent financial year as initial eapital for
the new body, and provision has been made
in the Estimates accerdingly.

Mr. Court: I do noi like this reference
to “a body.”

The TREASURER.: Nog,; if on the other
hand, Parliament does not agree to the
legislation when introduced, the Treasurer
will be in the unhappy position of having
to reallocate £200,000.
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Mr. Bovell; You will have quite a num-
ber of applicants for it.

Hon. D, Brand: What about the Peren-
jori water supply?

The TREASURER: The Leader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the Counfry
Party will appreciate my use of the word
“‘unhappy.” even though neither one was
Treasurer during his time of office.

Hon. A. P, Walts: We both acted as
Treasurer.

The TREASURER: If each of them has
had a period as Acting Treasurer, they will
both know what I mean when I say that it
will be my unhappy job to reallocate among
nine Ministers—

The Minister for Works: I can make it
simple.

The TREASURER :—the sum of £200,000,
in the event of Parliament turnhing down
the proposed passenger trust legislation,

Hon. A. F. Watts: I think we had betler
hurry up and turn it down.

The TREASURER.: The next item is—

State Building Supplies.

This concern now embraces the activities
previously carried on by the State Saw
Mills and State Brick Works. Provision
has been made in the Estimates for the
following works this year:—

Completion of new mill at Dwellingup
—£50,000.

Kiln drying and machining plant at
Manjimup—£45,000.

Reconstruction work on the Pemberton
mill—£30,000.

Purchase of land for new yard for loeal
trade and new machines at Vie-
toria Park—£25,000,

Coeckburn Cement Piy, Lid.

The sum of £100,000 is to be advanced
to this company this financial year in ac-
cordance with the agreement entered into
with the Cockburn Cement Pty. Litd. It
is provided for in the Estimates by way of
an advance by the State Government and
it will bring the total advances to date to
£700,000, leaving £300,000 still to be ad-
vanced in future years under the terms of
the agreement. I should add that the
company pays interest upon this money
and in due course the money will be re-
turned to the State.

Granis to Public Bodies.

Grants of £100,000 to the Alexandra
Home and £35,600 to the Home of Peace
for building purposes are the major items
provided for under this heading in this
year’s Estimates. Provision has also been
made for grants of £12,000 to assist the
Salvation Army in hospital building work,
£10,000 to the Red Cross Society in con-
nection with ifs new blood bank centre
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in Wellington-st., £9,000 to the WA, In-
stitute and Industrial School for the
Blind, in connection with {ts current
building appeal, and several smaller grants
to other bodies; but it is not thought
n:cessary to give details of those at this
stage.

Rural and Industries Bank (Delegated
Agencies) .

The provision under this heading al-
lows for clearance of advances made in
1956-567% to Chamberlain Industries,
£284,000, and the meeting of reductions
in guaranteed bank overdrafts, £173,000.
The sum of £57,000 has alsc been pro-
vided to assist in the further develop-
ment of the State’s production.

Deficit Funding.

An amount of £322,000 will be received
this year from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in part extinguishment of the
public deficit of £1,831,000 incurred dur-
ing the 1955-56 financial year. The hal-
ance of £1,509,000, will have to be funded
by a charge to loan funds, In this cur-
rent financial year, however, the total
lean funds available to the State do not
permit of a greater sum than £1,250,000
heing allowed for this purpose, and pro-
vision has been made in the Estimates
accordingly., No action can be taken in
respect of the deficit for 1956-57 until the
Commonwealth Grants Commission in-
vestigates and reports on our Budget re-
sults for that year.

Comprehensive Water Scheme,

Mr, Court: What is the effect of the
changed method of finance from the Com-
menwealth in respeet of the comprehen-
sive water scheme? Is that reflected here?

The TREASURER: That will depend
largely, in respect to the present financial
year, on the fotal amount which the
State wiil be able to make availakle from
its own loan funds.

Hon. D. Brand: There will be no limi-
tation by the Commonwealth under
£5,000,000.

The TREASURER: There is no limita-
tion on the amount which the Common-
wealth will make available each financial
yvear by way of a £ for £ subsidy. Pre-
viously there has been a limit in that re-
gard as well as a limit on the total amount
which the Commonwealth would contri-
bute to this scheme over a period of years.
As I understand the recent decision of
the Commonwealth, it has two main head-
ings: the first is that the previous total
maximum of £4,000,000 by way of a £ for
£ suksidy, has now been raised to £5,000,000.

The seeond point is that there is now
no limit, as there was previously, on the
amount of the £ for £ subsidy which the
Commonwealth will make available in any
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one financial year. Therefore, to the ex-
tent that the State Government can, dur-
ing the current financial year, make
money available for the comprehensive
scheme, the Commonwealth will subsidise
us £ by £.

Mr. Court: Was not there another
change in the procedure whereby we get
the money quicker from the Common-
wealth instead of having to wait until
certain expenditure is incurred?

The TREASURER: I hope s0, but I am
not clear on that point. My colleague,
the Minister for Works, tells me that that
is so.

Mr. Court: I was hoping it might in-
crease the amount actually spent on the
scheme this year.

The TREASURER: I am sure we all
hope so, and on the face of it, it would
appear that might be one of the results.

Mr. Ackland: Why is it that you have
allocated nearly three times as much for
sundry expenditure this year as compared
with last year?

The TREASURER: I do not have the
details here,

Mr. Ackland: It was a sum of £784,000
last year, and it is £2,113,000 this year.

The TREASURER: I should say that
since the Budget deficit funding is covered
under a separate item in the printed
Estimates, that would be the explanation
for the increase. Whether a Budget defl-
cit of such large proportion should be
brought in under “Sundries” is perhaps
open for discussion. In cricket, it would
not be regarded as a sundry. I submit
the Estimates for the consideraiion of the
Commitiee,

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

- 1, Occupational Therapists.
With amendments.

2, Nollamara Land Vesting.
Without amendment.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 29th August.

MRE. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[8.581: This Bill, which is a most import-
ant one, seeks to amend the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Ac¢t and a number of
clauses in it will severely restrict, if they
become law, the road transport activities
of farmers. I think it is important that I
should make s contribution to the debate
on this measure as so far only one other
city member has spoken to the Bill.
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As I have said, the impact of the legisla-
tion will fall mainly uwpon country pecple
and it might be said by some that I, as a
city member, could regard this Jegislation
as being beyond the sphere of my opera-
tioms. That, of course, would be shallow
thinking, I believe that this is important
to each and every member in this House.
During the course of his interrupted second
reading speech, the Minister said some-
thing which I felt to be the text of the
whole matter. He said that the railways
have a haulage capacity and potential that
is not being used, and which is aggravating
the financial situation of the State. He
built his case largely upon that proposi-
tion. Because of the fact that the railway
potential is not being used to its fuliest
extent, he said the Government had
brought down this Bill to compel the
country people to use the railways and,
ineidentally, they will have to forgo the
manifold advantages of road transport.
The advantages that quickly come to mind
are cheaper and quicker transport. Let us
have a brief look at the Government's
solution to the problem.

The Minister for Transport: I would
not put it that way. This is one of a num-
ber of steps heing taken, none of which is
complete in itself.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I take the
Minister’s point. Let us have a look at this
partial solution of the problem, As I see
it, the present haulage capacity and poten-
tial of the railways of this State cannot
be fully exploited by the compulsory
methods that the Minister envisages.
These methods that compel people to forgo
quicker and cheaper means of transport
cannot, surely, be completely successful.
Various members have endeavoured to
point out that to make these clauses really
efficient and workable, a veritable army
of inspectors would be required. Even
without that army of inspectors, it would
not be a good thing because we would he
fast moving towards a police State where
we would be compelling people to do these
things which, for the most part, go against
the grain.

The Minister for Transport: I would
point out that 80 per cent. of the people
have been forced to do these things for the
last 20 years.

Mr, Nalder: Why not use some of that
force in the metropolitan area?

The Minister for Transport: That is
the whole point about this legislation.

Mr. Nalder: It is a pity you did not do
what I suggested.

The Minister for Transport: It is the
farmers who have the present benefits.

The SPEAKER.: The hon, member may
proceed.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Because over
a period of years and for a long time, part
of our freedom has been whittled away
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here and there, that is no excuse for ex-
tending those restrictions and widening
them still further. Such a partial solu-
tion to the transport problem is, as I see
it, no solution at all. It is merely a re-
actionary attempt to bolster an inefficient
transport service. To my mind, & more
practical approach to this problem would
be to secale the haulage capacity and
potential of the railway services to a point
where they could efficiently meet the de-
mands placed upon them.

I know this is much easier said than
done, but I feel the railway system, as we
know it, is doomed, and because it ob-
viously has not met modern transport re-
quirements, it should be doomed in its
present sense, and the sooher we wake up
to that fact the better. Let us not adopt
the reactionary line and bolster up an
inefficient service. I think we will have
to come round to the way of thinking that
we must rid ourselves of the idea that the
transport needs of the State can be served
completely or in the majin by the railway
system as it operates at present.

The Minister for Transport: Listening
to the debates here a few weeks ago, you
would have thought that was so.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: 1 think the
Minister is wilfully misunderstanding what
I have said, or at least he is stretching
it in a way I did not intend to convey.

The Minister for Transport: It is very
pertinent though.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What we

require is a fully integrated transport
system in which there is the closest rela-
tionship between all forms of {ransport—
transport by sea, by land, by road and by
air. I think somebody else has sald in
the course of the debate—and I think
with some justification—that the more
tonnage that is carried by the railways,
the greater the losses that the railways
incur; that is, when the railways operate
under their present system of administra-
tion and staffing,

I think in the future we should dispense
entirely with the idea that there should
be a single railway portfolio. There should
be instead a Minister for Transport with
railways forming a necessary, even an
essential, but not an obtrusive part of his
transport portfolio,

The Minister for Transport: You will
be surprised to hear that a number of
organisations have congratulated the Gov-
ernment on separating the transport and
railway portfolios.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: When did
they do that?

The Minister for Transport: When this
change was effected, about 18 months ago.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: How does
the Minister feel about it now?
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The Minister for Trahsport: I think it
is working well. As the Minister for
Transport has not his favourite child—
namely, the railways—under his wing, he
is able to adopt a more impartial attitude.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not
think the Minister is choosing his words
wisely.

The Minister for Transport: Previously
the Minister for Transport, who was also
the Minister for Railways, brobably tended
to look after his railways as a first con-
sideration rather than look at the overall
picture,

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That seems
to support my idea that there should not
be two separate portfolios at all

The Minister for Transport: Oh, no!

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would
think so. I think too great a regard is
given to i, indeed even to the exclusion
of other forms of transport. The rail-
ways should fit into the pattern of trans-
port services, Bui, se far, thinking on
transport has been along reactionary or
traditional lines; along the lines that our
steam engines can carry our goods and

- service the State’s transport requirements.

We will have to get away from that mode
of thought.

Further, I also think the suggestion has
heen made, and I agree with it—and if it
has not been made, I make it now—that
a Royal Commisgion should be appointed
to report and make suggestions into the
proper integration of the transport require-
ments of the State, and also the proper
integration of the wvarious arms of the
transport services. To my way of think-
ing, aerial transport is beginning to play
a much more important part in the trans-
pori needs of the State than it has in the
past.

Some four or five years ago I made the
suggestion In the course of one of my
speeches on the Address-in-reply debate,
that thought should be given to the use
of helicopters in the transport picture of
our State. I feel sure that these quite
marvellous fyving machines would do a
magnificent job if correctly harnessed to
the transport service of Western Australia,
I also feel they would prove to be a very
efficient arm of the transpert service and
one that would not be too expensive. When
I say that, I mean they need not neces-
sarily be expensive because of the distances
they would cover and the speed at which
they would cover those distances. At the
present time we should look into the uses
to which we could put these quite marvel-
lous machines,

In an integration of transport services
in this State I would urge the Government,
wherever possible—despite the fact that
it is a Labour Government—to endeavour
to use private enterprise with a view to
ridding itself of the enormous burden that
it carrfes with regard to the provision of
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the transport requirements of the State.
I know it is not always easy to attract

private enterprise to carry part of the -

burden of transport. Buf rather than con-
tinue to make losses on the railways, I
think it would be wiser if the Minister, or
the Government, subsidised private trans-
port to the extent where it would be en-
couraged to take over a greater share of
the transport burden.

The Minister for Transport: What hap-
pens to the railway finances when all this
is going on? There is a terrific capital out-
lay—plant, rollingstock and so on—lying
unused.

Mr. Bovell: You did not think of that
when you closed 842 miles of line,

The Minister for Transport: I definitely
did.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER.: Order! All interjections
cannot be answered at onhe time.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I know that
the transition would not be easy, but it
is far better to try to initiate the proper
integration of these arms of transport,
than it is to bolster a single inefficient arm
of the service to the virtual exclusion of
others.

The Minister for Transport: These lines
have been closed because of a realistic
policy. Now we are assuming that where
the railways remain, some additional pat-
ronage is necessary.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It should
only be necessary if we can encourage
people to use that serviee by virtue of its
efficiency. If we cannot do this, it is
merely an inefficient transport arm and
will fall into disuse.

The Minister for Transport: That might
be possible if we stepped up greatly
freichts on certain bulk goods, and if we
reduced them on others. But there would
be a mighty protest if we did that.

Hon. D. Brand: What goods?

The Minister for Transport: I was think-
ing of wheat and super.

Mr, Bovell: Reduce your operating costs.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
does not mean that he is going to increase
freights.

The Minister for Transport: I did not
say anything one way or the other.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In caonclusion,
I want to emphasise that I do not like the
compulsory aspect of this legislation; I
do not like the strictures placed on the
freedom of the people and, for the reasons
I have outlined, I oppose the measure.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

(ASSEMBLY.]

HON. SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray)
{7.301: As members who have spoken on
this Bill have pointed ouf, it is creating
a great deal of interest in country districts.
In fact, I would go so far as to say that
I have not known any Bill in recent times
which has created more interest than this
one and, as the Minister ahd the Govern-
ment lgealis.e, a very great deal of hostility
as well.

The Bill contains several proposals, but
the major one is to restrict the cartage of
goods by primary producers. I might state
that the other provisions in the Bill are
really minor, and I do not think any ob-
jection will be taken to them. The Min-
ister told us that something had to be
done to protect the railways; and I heard
him ask several members, when they were
speaking, what they would do to protect
the railways; whether they were prepared
to aliow these huge deficits to continue;
and just what their attitude would be. As
%_ proceed, I will try to answer those ques-
ions.

From the last report I have seen, I think
that the capital invested in our raillway
system to the 30th June, 1956, was
£46,000,000. Locking at the Loan Estimates
which were presented to us tonight, I see
that the expenditure from loan funds for
1956-57 was £3,820,000, and the estimate
for 1957-58 is £2,760,000. So that adds
another £6,580,000 to the debt. I am not
sure what is being paid in interest, but I
suppose it would be somewhere argund §
per cent.; and thay would mean an addi-
tional £329,000 per year; and then, of
course, a sinking fund is also provided. 1
would ask the Minister what further sums
are required $to rehabilitate our railways.

The Minister for Transpert: The esti-
mate is between £60,000,000 and £75,000,000.

Hon, Bir ROSS McLARTY: 1 remember
that when I was at the Treasury, I was
confronted with difficulties just the same
as the present Treasurer, and those difficul-~
ties faced the then Government. On one
occasion I asked the Under Treasurer what
amount would be required by the Railway
Commissioners to fully rehabilitate the
railway system, and I was informed it
would be £60,000,000. I then expressed the
opinion that that was a fantastic sum, and
one which this State could not afford. I
suggested that there should be a further
look into the whole railway system.

What we have to bear in mind is the
progress that has heen made in recent
times in regard to transport, both by road
and by air. Ailr transport is still in its
infancy. There are many of us who can
remember seeing the first geroplane. Tre-
mendous loads are now being lifted by
plane, and that elass of transport is still
in its infancy and greater progress is sure
to be made. I think, too, that the same
can he said of road transport. Still greater
progress will be made in that direction.
We know that progress cannot be stopped.
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In the pages of history we read of in-
ventions that made all the difference to
certain industries. Attempts were made to
prevent use of those inventions, but they
failed. That would be the case today if
we tried to stop progress. Our efforts
would fail. Other countries in the world
that are faced with the same problems—
perhaps to a lesser extent in many cases
than we are regarding our transport sys-
tem—are, so far as I can learn, not doing
anything to prevent the wheels of progress
from turning. I can remember the time
when there were no motorcars in the coun-
try, and all the produce was carted from
farms by horse and dray, and we drove
around in a horse and buggy. Bui with
the tremenous advance that has taken
place in motor transport, all that has dis-
appeared, and no one has suggested that
such progress should be stopped.

Because of the great advance in road
transport, and also because of the fact
that, through the State Transport Co-
ordination Act, primary producers have
been permitted to carry their own goods,
we find that they have invested large sums
in road transport. As members know,
trucks, in order to carry livestock, have
to be properly fitted and have to be sirong.
That involves an expenditure of anything
from £2,000 upwards and puts a pretty
heavy capital value on 2 number of farms.

The Minister for Transport: Would you
say the majority of those are owned by
the farmers or by carriers?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: 1 would say
that farmers have a good number of them.
But, of course, carriers would require that
large type of truck in just about every in-
stance. I stress that point to indicate the
amount of money that the individual farm-
er has had to find, Taken in the aggregate,
it would run into a colossal sum. Further-
more, he has had to provide additional
facilities on his farm in the way of ramps
and stronger yards, and all that has added
to his eapital cost.

The primary producer can now carry
stock in his own truck. Buit under the
provisions of the Bill, he will not be ahle
to do any back-loading. I think first
of all of the position of the stock car-
riet, I believe I am right in saying
—the Minister told wus—that a stock-
owner can still bring stock in his own
truck to the market, whether it be a
country market or a metropelitan mar-
ket; but he cannot back-load with any
type of goods at all. This would be all
right so far as the large stock-owners
were concerned, because just about all of
them have their own trucks. But 1
understand that if the Bill becomes law,
the carriers will be off the road—that is,
the carriers who are now bringing stock
to market.

The Minister for Transport: No more
than under the existing statute.
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Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: They will
still be able—

The Minister for Transport: No; I said
no more than wunder the -existing
statute, There are certain concessions
granted at present.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Under the
existing law, a carrier can go to any
farm and take a load of stock to market
for a farmer. I ask the Minister whether
that will continue. I understand it will
not. The farmer has to bring his stock
to market in his own truck and cannot
employ a carrier. If that is the case,
there is no doubt that the small producer
will be heavily penalised because, in many
cases, such men have not their own
trucks. Again let me impress upon the
Minister that the small producer will stiil
heve to hire a carrier in a great many
cases to get his stock to the railhead;
and as the main stock sales are held on
Mondays, the stock will have to he
loaded on Sundays. As in most indus-
tries where Sunday time is worked, over-
time has to be paid, I presume that if
carriers are called upon to work on Sun-
days they will want some extra re-
muneration.

Mr. Lawrence: Aren't stock sales held
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: No. Cattle
sales are held on Mondays and Wednes-
days and sheep sales are held usually
on Wednesdays. I think that is an im-
portant point. The farmer will still
have to hire a carrier in a great many
instances in order to get his stock to the
railhead.

! The Minister for Transport: Ap-
parently you would be surprised to know
that the existing legislation requires a
farmer to use his own vehicle for the
conveyance of stock.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am sur-
prised to know that, hecause I have taken
it for granted, because of the large num-
ber of carriers on the road bringing stock
to market every week for years past, that
tgey were quite within the law.

The Minister for Transport: TFor the
reason that the Transport Board has
granted an exemption by gazettal. That
could be withdrawn at any time.

Hon. D. Brand: Does the Minister in-
tend that it shall be withdrawn if this
Bill is passed?

The Minister for Transport: I will
answer that when the fate of this Bil] is
known,

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: All I can
say is that if such a privilege were with-
drawn, it would make a very great deal
of difference to the farming community:
there is no doubt of that. It would in-
volve them In a great deal of additional
expense,
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Hon. D, Brand: I think it is fair to
assume that it will be withdrawn.

The Minister for Transport: You can-
not use that as an argsument against this
Bill. ’

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I use it as
an argument against the Bill if the meas-
ure is going to enforce strictly the non-
carrying of stock by carriers.

The Minister for Transport: The Bill
does not touch that point.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am glad

to hear the Minister say so but from the
opinion I have obtained from reading the
Bill and from discussions with others who
have read it, I think the belief is current
everywhere that, if agreed to, the Bill will
mean that the carrier of stock will go off
the road.

The Minister for Transport: No.

Mr. Hearman: Will the Minister give
an assurance that the present situation will
be allowed to continue?

The Minister for Transport: I said a
decision on that point will be made when
the fate of this Bill is known.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: 1 think we
had better play safe on this. I think we
know where we stand.

The Minister for Transport: I think it

would be safer for you to pass the Bill.
Hon. D. Brand: Is that a sort of threat?

The Minister for Transport: No, it is
friendly advice.
Hoh. Sir ROSS McLARTY: After hear-

ing the Minister, I am afraid I eannot ad-
vise members to accept his advice. I have
no doubt that if the Bill is agreed fo, extra
costs will be placed on quite a number of
our exportable commodities that have to
compete with other countries in the mar-
kets of the wprld, and I think at a time
like this, when costs against the producers
generally are rising—here again I include
particularly the producers of exportable
commodities—every possible effort should
be made to keep costs down in order that
they might be able to compeie on world
markets.

The Minister for Transport: Agreed,
but who do you think should meet the
many millions of pounds in losses on the
railways?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I said I
would have something to say about that
before I sat down, and the Minister is justi-
fied in putting that question to me and to
other members who have spoken. Do not
let it be thought that I do not realise that
the Minister for Transport and the Minister
for Railways—that includes the Govern-
ment—are faced with a most difficult task.
There is no question about that and, to be
truthful, I have not the least ambition to
be Minister for either Railways or Trans-
port today.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Transport: The good
sense of the electors will probably look
after that,

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The electors
do some extraordinary things at times.

Hon. D. Brand: Even putting the Hon.
Mr., Graham in as Minister for Transport:

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I did desire
to quote some figures which the Minister
gave in regard to the transport of stock.
He said he had had these figures taken out
for the period January to June last, and
he informed us that 245,000 sheep were
transported by rail during that pericd and
423,000 by road. Members can see the
tremendous difference; only 36.7 per cent.
of the sheep being transported by rail, and
during the same period, 6,400 cattle were
taken to the Midland market by rail and
9,200 by road.

That is a clear indication to me, as it
must be to every member of this House,
that farmers prefer to bring their stock
by road rather than by rail. As I have
said, road transport is a much more up-to-
date method and, generally speaking, the
stock moved in that way arrive in much
better condition. In regard to back-load-
ing, I would say that the fact that the
farmer will not be able to back-load, will
cause him very serious inconvenience.

During his speech, the Minister said
‘something ahout decentralisation, and I
thought he was right. If we are going to
rush from the country into the city to buy
goods and cart them back to the country
districts, it will not help the various towns
in which we live nor bring about that de-
sired decentralisation of which we hear so
much today, but I am inclined to think
that the Minister overstated his case
there. I do not believe there is nearly so
much of this underhand business going on,
with farmers ecarting goods for people
throughout their distriets, as the Minister
would lead us to believe.

The Minister for Transport: It is not
underhand. It is quite lawiul at the
present time.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I did not
think it would be lawful if my fruck was
sent to Perth and I loaded it up with stuff
for a number of people living in my dis-
trict. I thought that would be well out-
side the Act.

The Minister for Transport: That wouid
be outside the Act. I am sorry if I mis-
understood the hon. member in that regard.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: At all events
this provision will cause much inconveni-
ence to the farmers generally. I can
think of many of them who come up with
a load of stock or other goods—and not
just a dozen eggs as the Minister men-
tioned, and all the way from Katanning,
too—and who back-load with superphos-
phate, which means a great saving to
them because they do not have to go to
the railway station and handle this heavy
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commodity, which involves bullocking
work—about the hardest work there is
now in connection with farming. The less
handling of superphosphate that the
farmer or his employees have to do, the
better. As I say, the farmers have taken
their trucks to the superphosphate works
and have carted the superphosphate direct
to the farms, very often loading direct
from the truck to the top dresser, thus
avoiding a great deal of extra handling.
Now, however, those men will have to go
to the railway station and lump these
heavy bags—they weigh 180lb.—from a
railway truck on to their own trucks and
unload them again at the farms, thus be-
ing involved in much additional heavy and
laborious work.

I wish there was some sort of device
that would help the farmer to handle
superphosphate. The farmers have done
a great deal in this regard in the con-
struction of ramps and so on, in order to
obviate some of this heavy physical work
for both themselves and their employees.
As members know, superphosphate is an
essential on the farm and without it, one
could not farm successfully, which would
mean that Western Australia would be
much the poorer.

Coming now to the Minister's question,
I realise that during the war years the
W.A. Government railways suffered the
greatest difficulties of any railways in
Australia. I remember discussing this
matter at Premiers’ Conferences. I know
that certain States were able to put away
huge reserves that were accumulated dur-
ing the war years, in order to cater for
the future needs of their railway systems,
but Western Australia could not do that
and because of the shortage of manpower
and materials, our railways went from
bad to worse.

There was, of course, an acute shortage
of loan funds in those years, and so I
make this point, to which I will return in
a few minutes: The Western Ausfralian
railway system suffered much more
acutely than any other railway system in
the Commonwealth as the result of the
war years. We received another severe
knock—one which we should never have
received—owing to the metal trades strike
when our railways almost completely
ceased operations and road transport had
to be used.

As the result of road transport having
to be used in those circumstances, many
people in rural areas got an appreciation
of its advantages and wanted to stick to
it and so from the point of view of our
railway system that metal trades strike
was a disastrous one, I have heard some
members say that something could be
done on the administrative side and I
think it could, and when my Government
came into office, the railway problem was
one of the major problems that confront-
ed us and we felt that we had to make
every endeavour to do something about
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it. We feit that a concern where so many
millions of pounds of capital was involved
—I have already said that at the 30th
June last it was £46,000,000, with another
£6,000,000 in this general loan fund—

The Minister for Transport:
£12,000,000 written off.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I was com-
ing to that. As I say, we thought some-
thing should be done about it and we did
appoint three commissioners, I do not
think three commissioners are too many
to deal with such a gigantic concern as
I feel it is too much for one man. It is
a tremendous responsibility, and if the
administration has not been successful, I
do not think we bhave the right to say
at this stage that a three-man commis-
sion is undesirable. I cannof imagine any
great private concern in which such huge
sums of money have been expended being
satisfied to leave the administration to
one person.

The Minister for Transport: They gen-
erally have one general manager.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: True, they
usually have a general manager, but they
alsp have a board of directors.

The Minister for Transport: In this
case, that is the Cabinet of the State.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Yes, but I
do not think a Cabinet, where every Min-
ister has a department of his own to
administer—it being his chief concern—
could be classed in the same category as
the board of directors of a company, who
are concerned only with the well being of
that particular company.

The Minister for Transport: Many of
them are directors of a number of com-
panies.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: True, but
those many companies must be satisfied
with those many directors.

Mr. Bovell: The Government appointed
five commissioners of the Rural & Indus-
tries Bank.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: And it is
appeinting three commissioners to admin-
ister the Public Service Act. Why, if
three commissioners are not necessary
where such a huge sum of money is in-
volved, are they required in a department
where much smaller sums are involved?

Hon. D, Brand: The Railways Commis-
i,jon failed through a clash of personali-
ies.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I think some-
thing ¢an be accomplished on the admini-
strative side and if one moves about the
country and meets the man in the street—
the man in the bar, if members like—and
listens to the talk taking place, one hears
many views expressed in regard to our
railway system and its administration. I
am quite sure that the Government and
the Minister in charge of this Bill have

And
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also heard many people express opinions
on what is taking place in the railways,
and suggesting where there could be a
tightening up. Sometimes I have seen
work carried out by the railways which
I am perfectly certain, if it had been per-
formed by contract, would have meant
the saving of very large sums of money.

The Minister for Transport: There has
heen very tangible evidence of some steps
being taken in regard to the administra-
tion of the railways.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I know that
the Government has been giving this mat-
ter serious consideration for some con-
siderable time, and I do not treat it as
something which one can criticise without
offering some alternatives. We are told
that if we agree to this Bill, more goods
will be carried by the railways; but there
is no guarantee that if more goods are
carried, they will be carried at a profit or
that the overall loss on the railways will
he minimised. The experience has been—
I think this was pointed out by the mem-
her for Blackwood—that where more goods
have been carried by the railways, greater
losses have been incurred. There again
I repeat that if more goods are carried,
there is no guarantee that greater losses
will not occur.

Mr. Ackland: The carrying of this
measure will make inefficiency much
easier,

Hon, Sir ROSS McLARTY: For many
vears, there has been a revenue deficit
with the railways administration. I am
sure that there will be a revenue deficit
for many years to come. We have to re-
sign ourselves to what I believe is a fact,
namely, that under the best administra-
tion—the most efficient that could be pro-
vided—we would still have a revenue de-
ficit,

The Minister for Transport: I would be
inclined to agree.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The tax-
payer generally has to make up his mind
that he has to help foot this bill.

Mr, Ackland: We accept that principle
with the State Shipping Service.

The Minister for Transport: We accept
it in regard to the railways, too; but it
can get out of hand, and I think it is
heading that way.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Only a
mement ago, the Minister. reminded me
that when my Government was in office
we took over £12,000,000 of the capital
debt. We accepted the responsibility of
the payment of that amount from the
Treasury. We did that because of obso-
lescense and vanished assets. The pify
is that something like this was not done
many years ago. There was no sinking
fund—that was a had business, of course—
and the railway system has gone on ac-
cumulating these great losses,

[ASSEMEBELY.]

It has been said that in the early days
of the railways' history when land was
being taken up alongside the lines, if the
Railways Department had been credited
with the sale of that land, it would have
been much sounder finance, I am quite
sure that if something along those lines
had been done, it would have meant
sounder finance.

The Minister for Justice: Up to 1945
the railways always paid their working
expenses and a little off the interest hill,

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: That is a
little too far back unfortunately. I be-
lieve that more of the capital debt will
have to be taken off the railways, especi-
ally in view of the amount of loan money
that we are providing for them, I realise,
of course, that when this capital debt does
come off, it will not mean that the Trea-
surer is relieved of the payment of it be-
cause both capital and interest charges
will have to be met.

T will now say something about the
Grants Commission. This year it has pro-
vided the State, in round figures, with a
sum of £10,000,000. That is the recom-
mendation it has made to the Common-
wealth Government and to date, its recom-
mendation has never been questioned. So
I take it that the State will receive this
sum of £10,000,000 following on that re-
commendation by the Grants Commission.
Earlier, I explained the position of our
railways as a result of the intervening war
vears. When giving evidence before the
Grants Commission, I think the Premier
should stress the fact that the Western
Australian railways cannot possibly meet
their commitments and beeause of that.
some special sum should be provided
through the Grants Commission to meet
our railway defleit.

From this £10,000,000, it may be pos-
sible to earmark a certain sum of money
towards meeting our railway deflcits. I
would suggest, however, that in future
vears—I do not know how the Minister
for Transport will react to this suggestion
—the Grants Commission should make a
special recommendation for a certain sum
to be put aside towards meeting our rail-
way deficit. I think that is a fair pro-
position. Because of our great distances
and great length of roads, we receive
special treatment in so far as the distribu-
tion of petrol t{ax is concerned. If they
have any sense of justice at all, even
those Western Australians who are anti-
Federal, will agree that the amount we re-
ceive from petrol tax is fair, and I would
say it is generous.

The roads are part of our transport
system and so are our railways. The rail-
ways have been necessary to open up our
back country; without them, the back
country would never have been developed.
I refer particularly to the electorate repre-
sented by the Minister for Justice and to
other electorates that embrace rural areas.
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That is one suggestion I make to the
Government, namely, that a strong re-
quest be made to the Grants Commission
for a special sum to be set aside each year
to meet the railway deficit.

If that were done, it would not be neces-
sary to introduce this class of legislation,
which is so objectionable to many of us.
1 suggest to the Minister, therefore, that
he should bhave another look at this Bill
because I believe that some of its provi-
sions could well be postponed. If the Bill
is passed In its present form I believe it
will he detrimental to rural interests. In
a State such as this, especially when we
are trying to encourage people to settle
in rural areas and when we are speaking
so0 much about decentralisation, I cannot
help but feel that this Bill, if it becomes
law, will have the opposite effect. There-
fore, I oppose the second reading.

On motion by Mr. O’Brien, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL-—-FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd August.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [8.10]: 'This
Bill, to emend the Fremantle Harbour
Trust Act, has as its objective the replace-
ment of the present casual rates of pay
for members of the Pederated Ship Painters
and Dockers Union of Australia, W.A.
Branch, with attendance money, which is
to be administered by the Fremantle
Harbour Trust ComiInissioners.

The alternative to the Bill, of course, is
a continuation of the present system under
which the workers in that particular union
are paid casual rates of pay. Broadly, that
method of payment is not inconsistent with
that prevailing throughout Australia for
that type of worker. I will be a5 brief as 1
can because I know there are people in the
gallery tonight who have other interests
than {those contained in this particular
Bill, but I would point out that this
measure is of special importance fto the
House and to the State.

The Bill seeks to esfablish a principle
that could he dangerous if it were extended.
The Minister's speech on this matter is
rather interesting because he virtvally pins
his whole case on the claim that the In-
dustrial Arbitration Court of this State
made 2 unanimous decision that the in-
troduction of the payment of attendance
money to members of the Federated Ship
Painters and Dockers Union was eminently
desirable. Those were his words—‘emin-
ently desirable.” In faet, if one studies the
decision of the court, one finds that it
said nothing of the sort.

It is important that members of the
House should examine this particular point
because both the Minister in his speech and
the union in its submission to meémbers of
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this Chamber, have based a large part of
their claim on the fact that the court came
to & unanimous decision that it was emin-
ently desirable that Parliament should pass
this type of legislation.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And it did, too.

Mr. COURT: It is very interesting to
note how text can be taken out of context
not only on this occasion but also on cother
occasions.

Mr. Lawrence; Or “con” oul of “context.”

Mr. COURT: Mr. Justice Nevile, the
president of the Arbitration Court, certainly
did use the words that the Minister quoted.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: And Mr. Christian
agreed with him.

Mr. COURT: He did nething of the sort.
Mr. Lawrence: I also agree.

Mr. COURT: Mr. Justice Nevile, the
president of the Arbitration Court, made
that observation alone. The decision made
by the court centred around the question
of whether the union's claim should be dis-
allowed. If we study the decision of the
court, we will find that it has summed up
in very few words. After explaining the
position in which the court found itself,
Mr. Justice Nevile went on to say-——

I have no doubt, therefore, that this
court would have jurisdiction to grant
the claims in one or twe forms one
in which the liability would he thrown
on the employer; by whom a worker
was last engaged preceding the holiday,
sickness or attendance in question, and
in the other such liability would be
horne by the next succeeding employer.
It is obvious that either form would
have an entirely arbitrary and often
unjust result as between different em-
ployers—

anhd this is the milk in the coconut—

and as the court has no jurisdiction
to introduce an equitable and prac-
tical scheme, these claims must in my
opinion be refusad,

That is the decision of the court; not the
preamble and subsequent remarks by Mr,
Justice Nevile. One then has to take the
remarks by Mr. Davies, the employees’ re-
presentative on the court and the re-
marks by Mr. Christian, the employers’ re-
presentative, in proper perspective with
that decision. Mr. Davies said, “I agree
with the decision as announced by His
Honour, the Presldent. Mr. Christian
said, "I also agree.”

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That was what he
always saild when he agreed with any-
thing.

Mr. COURT: I am going to prove in a
moement that that is not so.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I shall be pleased
if you can.
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Mr. COURT: 1 realise that the whole of
the Minister's case and the whole of the
union’s case in respect of this legislation,
was based on the suggestion that the In-
dustrial Arbitration Court of this State
had been unanimous in its submission that
an Act of Parliament of this type was
eminently desirable, Mr. Justice Nevile
carried on after he had pronounced the
decision and said, “It seems to me how-
ever, that some such scheme is eminently
desirable.”

He then went on and gave some ex-
planation as t0 why he considered such a
scheme desirable. He said later on in his
remarks—

I should, I think, say in conclusion
that if Parliament does take some
acfion in conneciion with this matter
any privileges granted will almost ne-
cessarily have some effect on the mar-
gins preseribed by the court, and a
provision for liberty to apply to these
provisions will therefore be reserved
in any award we issue.

Mr. Lawrence: Why do we not leave this
to the court?

Mr. COURT: The remarks of the hon.
member are irrelevant to the particular
point I am trying fo make.

Mr. Lawrence: They are most relevant.

Mr. COURT: So persistent have been
the representations, and so persistent has
been the claim of the Minister that this
was a unanimous finding and opinion of
the court—

The Minister for Labour: Would you
agree it was the opinion of the president
of the court?

Mr. COURT: I agree entirely that it is
the opinion of the president, and the pre-
sident alone. I have looked at many other
decisions that have been given by judges.
They are always supported by a lot of
explanatory data, but the actuzl finding
of the court or judge, as the case may be,
is summed up in a comparatively few
words.

My. Lawrence: This matter will go back

to the court, and the court will determine
the rate. .

Mr. COURT: I am not quarrelling with
the rate which the court may fix. A prin-
ciple is involved, and the principle is under
discussion at the moment as to whether
this Parliament should approve a system
of attendance money for the members of
the union concerned.

Mr. Lawrence: Do you mean we should
disapprove of the opinion of the judge?

Mr. COURT: This is a letter from Mr.
Christian, the employers’ representative on
the Arbitration Court, under date the 27ith
August, 1957,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:

Is he trying to
wriggle out of it?

[ASSEMELY.]

Mr. COURT: Nothing of the sort! He
is using his right to explain and protect
himself. I would like to interpolate be-
fore reading the letter that I have Mr.
Christian’'s approval to read this letter.
I queried whether it would be proper to
quote this letter, and he said it can bhe
quoted.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Do you think it is
proper?

Mr, COURT: I think it is, as long as the
person concerned approves. The letter
states—

Further to my recent conversation,
I must express to you my concern at
the way that certain interests are in-
terpreting my comment when on the
29th October, 1956, the State Arbitra-
tion Court delivered its interim de-
cision on an application by the Fed-
erated Ship Painters and Dockers’
Union for a new award. In essence,
this application sought an award
which would classify the union’s mem-
bers as casual workers when veritably
corresponding to waterside workers
under the Commonwealth Stevedor-
ing Commission Act.

The interim decision by the court
was that it did not have jurisdic-
tion to intreduce the scheme that the
unionn requested, and that any such
action would be a matter for State
Parliament. It can be seen from the
transcript of those preceedings, page
744, that the remark immediately
preceding mine and made from the
bench by Mr, T. G. Davies was “I
agree with the deecision as announced
by His Honour, the President.” My
remark was then, “I also agree.”

T used those words to be particularly
careful to say only that I agreed with
the decision of the court that it had
no power to grant attendance money.
I did not khow what the President
intended to say, and I did not feel
impelled to make any comment upon
the additional views he expressed.
For your information I emphatically
do not agree that attendance money
should be granted.

That effectively answers the submission
by the Minister and the representations
by the union regarding the unanimity of
the court in stating that the decision in
connection with the need for legislation
was unanimous.

Mr. Johnson: It sounds as if the em-
ployers’ representative on the bench was
asleep. That is what you are saying.

Mr. COURT: Nothing of the sort! If
the hon, member were to examine the legal
import of what Mr, T. G. Davies said,
it will be found that he said exactly the
same thing. It will be noticed that Mr,
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T. G. Davies qualified his remarks and
made the particular observation that he

agreed with the decislon.

Hon. D. Brand: Does the member for
Leederville suggest he was asleep also?

Mr. Johnson: It is an eminently sound
decision to agree with.

Mr. COURT: We are not saying whether
we agree or disagree. We accept the
court’s decision. The decision was that
the claim be not allowed.

Mr. Johnson: We accept the court's
reasons, which are the reasons given.

Mr. COURT: They are not the un-
animous reasons of the court.

Hon. D. Brand: The member for Leeder-
ville has changed his attitude about
presidents of the Arbitration Court, yet he
is placing so much emphasis on this ruling
of the president,

Mr. COURT: I well remember one occa-
sion when the membher for Leederville was
very critical, and actually spoke in most
damning terms of Mr. Justice Jackson.
Apparently, he has changed his views with
the change of president.

Mr. Johnson: That could be true also.

Mr. COURT: The hon. member is not
being just. He has not heard us complain-
ing about the decisions given by Mr, Justice
Nevile, whether or not we agreed with
them. We accept the principle of arbitra-
tion. What Mr. Justice Nevile said was
quite irrelevant to the final decision so
far as Mr. Davies and Mr. Christian were
concerned. He may have made a submis-
sion about his mother-in-law for instance,
and they would not agree with that. Their
business was to agree or disagree with the
decision he made. His decision as presi-
dent was that the claim be disallowed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We have known
cases where they have given reasons for
agreeing or disagreeing with the presi-
dent,

Mr, COURT: That is so. On this occa-
sion, they did not.

Mr. Lawrence:
word “disallowed’?

Mr, COURT: I do not want to labour
this matter, but it seems that I must re-
peat the words to the hon. member. The
president considered that the claim should
not be allowed. The whole of the court
agreed with that decision. It was a un-
animous decision that the claim be not
allowed. No one is disputing that. The
matter that is under discussion, and is the
subject of grave concern to our side, is
the fact that the Minister in submitting
this Bill to the House claimed that the
court was unanimous in its decision that
legislation of this type was eminently de-
sirable. I think I have made my point
that this was not a unanimous decision.

Where did he use the

1208

For my part, I have examined the
system that prevails. Due to the
courtesy of the secretary of the union, the
member for Claremont and I were able to
go down to a pick-up of labour and see
the system operating, which was in accord-
ance with the deseription he had given to
me previously when I interviewed him. As
I see the situation now, the present method
of paying a higher casual rate, in lieu of
lost time, is working fairly well. The men
have reasonable assurances of fairly steady
work., Mr. Troy’s flgure was that the
average rate of pay was £15 3s. per week,
approximately. He would not be bound
by that, and I would not expect him to
be, because it was an approximate figure.

Unfortunately the Minister when intro-
ducing the Bill did not give us very much
tnformation on the finaneial aspect both as
far as the men were concerned, and as re-
gards the operation of the port. So we had
to seek the information from other sources.
A further point in the present situation
is that the roster is not lightly wvaried.
It is obvious there is consultation in the
matter, and the work force offering for
employment is regulated in accordance
with the reasonable demands of the port
for this type of work.

The present system is easy to administer.
The labour demands are channelled
through the roster officer and in close con-
sultation with the union. The casual rates
of pay are intended under the present sys-
tem as recompense for the nature of the
labour demand being a Ilittle erratic. It
is interesting to note that on the figures
given to me by Mr. Troy, a man working
40 hours per week under this award would
get £19 13s. 4d. One of the main advan-
tages of the present system, as compared
with that proposed, is that the higher cost
due to the casual rate of pay awarded by
the court, and with which I do not dis-
agree, is borne by the particular job on
which the men work.

That is important because under the
system that has been put forward by the
Government in the Blll, the extra cost to
the port will be borne by the whole of the
port. There is a provision, of course, for
the port charges to be allocated against
certain people, instead of overall, but it is
logical to assume that, for simplicity of
operation of the port in this case, the
Fremantle Harbour Trust would allocate
the cost of this scheme as an extra charge
of the port.

Mr. Lawrence: Would you tell the House
what the extra suggested cost will amount
to?

Mr. COURT: That is my next point. We
could not get the information from the
Minister. In introducing a Bill of this
particular nature, it is important that in-
formation which is so vital to the issue,
both in respect of the men’s rate of pay
and the cost to the State or to the Har-
hour Trust, should be given to this House.
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It is vital information. I have not had
time to make an estimate of my own, but
by using Some assumptions, the secretary
of the union has arrived at the figure
that it will cost £6,184 per annum.

It is important that the assumptions he
used should be recorded so that people can
check the calculations. I can disagree with
some of them. Frankly, at the moment I
have not had timme to produce further in-
formation to refute any of these things,
and I am accepting them in good faith as
being the carefully considered opinion
of the union, This is based on the follow-
ing assumptions, being the assumptions of
the union secretary, Mr. Troy:—

Assume that the Bill to amend the
Fre::a:ltle Harhour Trust Act becomes
an Act;

Assume that the Court of Arbitra-
tion awarded attendance money at the
same rate as af present being paid to
waterside workers, namely, 24s. per
day;

Assume that there are 250 days per
annum for which average attendance
is required, arrived at by 364 days less
104 Saturdays and Sundays and 10
public holidays;

Assume that the lost time factor, as
determined by the Court of Arbitra-
tion at the award hearing, that is, 16
per cent. eguals the number of oceca-
sions on which workers attend at the
engagement centre and are not en-
gaged;

Assume a constant number of work-
ers registered in the industry as at
present, that is 128, and an average
of absentees of 10, as at present, thus
giving an average daily attendance of
108.

Then on the premises of the fore-
going assumptions the following would
be the annual cost:—

I have to guote the formula so that it can
bhe recorded in Hansard. The formula is—
24 x250x 108 x 16

= £5,184 per annum

20 100  actual payments.
add, say, £1,000 administration costs
(which we think very liberal) esti-
mated total cost £6,184.

Assume that the scheme is funded
out of harbour (tonnages) dues (only
of vessels which at preseni pay dues)
which at present are 1/12d. per ton
per hour,

and assume further, last year’s tonnage
using the inner harbour, 8,112,189 as
a constant fisure. Further assume the
same average time in port, 100.4 hours per
ship the additional harbour due payable
would be—this is the formula in the
union’s submission-—
6,184 X 240 1,484,160

—_— = == .00164 pence
8,112,189 X 100.4 84,463,775.6 per ton hour

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Potter: How much?

Mr. COURT: The figure is .00164 pence
per ton hour,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman;
union’s figures.

Mr. COQURT: Yes, hecause we did not
get any from the Minister.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You have got them
from the union. What are you complain-
ing about?

Mr. COURT: I am not complalning, but
we could not get them from the Minister
when he introduced the Bill,

Mr. Oldfield: The Minister could not
work that formula out.

The Minister for Labour:
hear that interjection.

Mr. COURT: Members will have re-
ceived from the union a fair amount of
information on this particular Bill, They
have, I presume, circulated copies of this
information to all members. The only
point I wish to comment on at this stage
is on page 2 of notes I have under the
heading of “Points re Attendance Money
C;ampaign". where in paragraph 12 it is
stated—

On the 29th October, 1956, in an
interim judgment, the Court of Arbi-
tration of Western Australia unani-
mously held—

(1) That an altendance money
scheme was eminently desir-
able in this industry.

(2) That it had power to make an
award,

{3> That it had no power to make
its award effective.

(4) That any practical scheme
must depend on action by
Parliament.

That it made its decision so
that Parliament may be able
to take the appropriate legi-
slative action in the matter.

I repeat that the court did not decide

that an attendance money scheme was
eminently desirable in this industry.

The Minister for Labour: Yes, it did.
Mr. COURT: The president said it,
but not the rest of the members.

The Minister for Labour: If is a matter
of opinion now,

Mr. COURT:
tion.

The Minister for Labour:
favour of or against the Bill?

Mr. COURT: Surely the Minister does
not think I am bubbling over with en-
thusiasm for it.

The Minister for Lahour:
indicate the position.

They are the

I could not

(5)

I will stick to my informa-

Are you in

You did not
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Mr. COURT: I am opposing the Bill
and I thought I made it clear to the Mini-
~ster. However, I suppose he will ask me
again before I finish. The Minister has
probably hoped I might have changed my
mind in the intervening pericd. The
Chamber of Commerce has made some rep-
resentations to me regarding this Bill and
is concerned about it, if it means a further
charge on the operating costs of this port.
The figures it gave were that the port
rates in Western Australia are the highest
in Australia. It gave a flgure of 40s, I1d.
per ton from the hook to the lorries or vans
which take the freight away, and this
charge would probably increase. It is
further stated that the Melbourne rates
are less than £1 per ton. It realises that
this new amount may not be greaf, but
it is a cost. At the present fime the casual
rates being paid to workers of this union
are charged against the actual job done
and are not spread over the whole of port
operations. They would prefer the pre-
sent system to continue.

Mr. Lawrence: What do you refer to
there; the same people employed In the
same indusiry?

Mr. COURT: If a man is engaged—

Mr. Lawrence: Are you referring to the
same industry as covered by the Bill?

Mr. Court: Yes definitely.

Mr. Lawrence: They are permanent em-
ployees over there; they are not casuals.

Mr. COURT: I do not think the hon.
member is on all fours with the point I
was making.

Mr. Lawrence: You are well off beam.

Mr. COURT: It is proposed that the cost
of this attendance money will be a general
charge on the Fremantle Harbour Trust
operations and will be recouped from
charges. 'The Minister said so.

The Minister for Labour: Na, this wiil
be the statutory authority to collect.

Mr. Roberts: Where will they collect it
from?

Mr. COURT: The Minister has mis-
represented the Biil to the House in that
case.

" The Minister for Labour: You can read
the Bill.

Mr. COURT: I have read the Bill.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: There is a service
charge.

Mr. COURT: If there is a service charge
on the operation of the port it will be
based on shipping. The Minister used
those words. ‘

Mr. Lawrence: The court says they have
statutory authority and the Minister says
it shall be the Fremantle Harbour Trust.

Mr. COURT: The hon. member is miss-
ing the point. The Minister made it clear
that a small increase in charges may be
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necessary—they are the words he used—
and from that, this attendance money will
be administered. The hon. member is
thinking in terms of a charge such as
attendance money to waterside workers.
The waterside workers' scheme is admin-
istered by a different body altogether. It
is a statutory body with authority to make
the charge at so much per hour on em-
ployers,

Mr, Lawrence: On the same people?

Mr. COURT: The Minister did not tell
us that at all. He said it is to be a charge
on shipping. He referred to shipping, pre-
sumably meaning the Fremantle Harbour
Trust charges. I do not think it is desir-
able to add this appendage to the Pre-
mantle Harbour Trust. The nature of
functions is such that this should not be
made a part of its operations. I am afraid
the whole thing will be taken as a pre-
cedent and could trigger off a situation
which the authors of the Bill do not en-
visage at this particular time.

Mr. Lawrence: Surely you realise the
Arbitration Court will decide the applica-
tions if there are any.

Mr. COURT: Of course, I realise that
the court will fix the rate of attendance
money. It has already fizxed the casnal
rate wherein a casual worker can earn
£19 13s. 4d. in a 40-hour week, if he could
work it. The figure the secretary of the
union gave as an estimate of the average
under the present system was £15 3s.

Mr. Lawrence: Perhaps it would be £15.

Mr. COURT: That is the figure given
by the union. I have no means of check-
ing that information, but I am not disput-
ting his figure.

The Minijster for Labour: You are not
trying to make out that a man gets £19
every week?

Mr. COURT: I am not suggesting it.

Hon. L. Thorn: Ifi you listened, you
would know.

Mr. COURT: I have bheen fair in my
statement of the position.

The Minister for Labour: You say £1%,
but there would be no guarantee he would
get that next week.

Mr. COURT: I have quoted a figure
which was given me by the union secre-
tary. Surely the Minister is not going to
dispute that figure.

The Minister for Labour: So long as you
understand it is an average.

Mr. COURT: It is significant that the
figure, at the present time in this port,
is approximately 10s. an hour.

Mr. Lawrence: How much?

Mr. COURT: Approximately 10s. an
hour. If s man is getting £19 13s. 44.,
which is very nearly £20 for a 40-hour
week, that is not far off 10s. per hour.
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Mr. Lawrence: Why don’t you check up
on these things? These little twopences
make g difference.

Mr. COURT: I will concede that,
not say it was ten shillings. I said it was
approximately ten shillings, If the hon.
member wants to call it 95, 10d. I am
happy, but the equivalent rate in some of
the other States—and I refer to Mel-
bourne—is 7s. 7d., because they are on
permanent rates. I would not like the
House to get the idea that the court has
not already taken into consideration the
loss of time factor. It has allowed for
what it considers to be a reasonable thing
in regard to loss of time, by awarding the
casual rate. It would be wrong to sug-
gest that there is any hardship suflered
because it is not envisaged that the over-
all earnings of these men will be greatly
inereased if attendance money is imple-
mented.

Mr. Lawrence: We considered 19 per
cent., but the court says 16 per cent.

Mr, COURT: The union secretary has
accepted 16 per cent. as a basis of the
submission he made to me. The court has
indicated that if this Bill is passed, it will
want to review the award because it has
already approved of a casual rafe in place
of that attendance money.

Mr. Lawrence: If the hon. member will
vote for this Bill, we will be satisfied.

The Minister for Labour: I don't think
the member for Toodyay has been
listening.

Hon. L. Thorh: I do not come here to
go to sleep.

Mr. COURT: In the union submission
to me, there is an interesting table and
I feel it is my duty, without holding pro-
ceedings up unnecessarily, to give these
particulars to the House. The union sec-
retary has prepared a record of employ-
ment and unempleyment from the 2nd
January this year until the 23rd August,
and this schedule sets out day by day
. the total roster strength, the absentee rate
and unemployed members. The roster
strength is the total number of men avail-
able for employment on that day, the
absentee sirength being those absent
through sickness, workers’ compensaticn,
leave or some other cause and unemployed
are those men whg are not picked up on
that particular day.

It is interesting to note that on the 2nd
January the force was 103 and on the
first day there were 12 absentees and 47
unemployed. For the next ten days the
force remained at the same strength and
there were no unemployed. The next day
they were back to 29; the next day 38,
the next day six and the next day 20.
Everybedy was picked up the next day
and the day after and on the 25th Jan-
uary there was one unemployed. There
were seven on the 29th, six on the 30th
and 13 on the 31st. - There were days

I did

[ASSEMBLY.]

when seven to 33 members were not picked
up, but for the next two or three weeks
there were very few days when there was
any unemployment.

The labour force still continued at 105,
103 and 104. These numbers continued
until we reach the beginning of April when
the roster strength is shown at 107. On-
wards the labour force was increased to
115, 117, 120 and 121 until we find about
the 10th May, the roster strength was
increased to 130 and it has remained fairly
static; 130, 129 and 128, It is significant
that the number of men not picked up
showed a steady increase and onwards
there was scarcely a.day when all men
were picked up. The numbers got fairly
high on some days. They got as high as
83 and 89 and the highest I can see until
the 19th June is 96. On the 27th June
the figure got up to 102,

Due to various causes which have
been explained to me, the numbers re-
mained fairly high until August. Just be-
fore this review was completed, there was
& succession of days when there was no
unemployment, This is an interesting
table and it is a pity it could not be
made available for complete recording in
Hansard, but without reading it, it can-
not become part of the record. However,
if any member would like fo look at it to
familiarise himself with the incidence of
labour demand as against the rostered
strength of this particular union, it is
readily available for him,

AL this point I do not wish to labour
the matter. I have indicated that we do
not feel it is desirable that this system
should be introduced. We consider that
the present casual rate awarded by the
Arbitration Court satisfactorily meets the
situation. It is always subject to review
by the court if the union feels that the
lost time factor has been wrongly assess-
ed. The union will now have several
months’ actual experience to submit to the
court in support of its case if it wants
to reopen the matter. Either party can
have the question reconsidered by the
court, but I do not think it is desirable
that at this stage we should create a pre-
cedent in connection with this particular
type of work at Fremantle.

The Minister for Labour: You do not
think the views of the president of the
court should be taken into account by
Parliament.

Mr. COURT: We should take his views
into account, by all means, but we do not
have to accept them. It is up to Parlia-
ment to make up its own mind on the
issue.

The Minister for Labour: That is what
we are trying to do,

Mr. COURT: I have told the Minister
where we stand on the matter; and we do
not accept it as a unanimous decision of
the court.
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HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[8.47]1: I am surprised at the opposition
handed out to the Bill. Over the years
I have heard from the Liberal Party, the
Country Party and our own party that
they stand for arbitration. All this Bill
does is to allow the union to go to the
court and get an effective award made
for attendance money, ‘The union is not
going to make the wage the men are to
collect. The Arbitration Court is going to
do that. Are we frightened that the men’s
case is 50 good that when they go to the
court they will get something; or are we
just trying to keep them out of work for
as long as we can? I am surprised at the
member for Nedlands because as this is a
matter of going to arbitration, I thought he
would auickly have said, “Yes, let them
have arbitration by all means. We stand
for arbitration.”

Mr, Court: We do, too.

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: Not at all, be-
cause all the hon. member has done to-
night is try to prevent these people from
going to the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Court: Not at all.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Bill seeks to
provide for an attendance payment to
members who have not been picked up. I
would say this is a reasonable measure
because it seeks to do something that the
employers say is necessary or reasonahble.
So what are members complaining about?
The court has made a deeision—a unani-
mous decision. It is only a quibble for
the member for Nedlands to say it was
not a unanimous verdict of the court. I
say definitely it was, and I hope in a few
minutes to prove what I say.

The president told them the only way
was to come to Parliament. Well, they
are here and we are trying to do all we
can for them. But we are getting great
opposition. The union has tried in every
way. When the Bill is passed, the union
will.still have to submit its case to arhi-
tration. This measure does not give the
men an award but only the right to allow
the court to hear their case and make an
award for them. That is what our friends
are complaining about.

Surely we are not going to be behind
the other countries of the world! Quite
a number of other countries have appear-
ance money. The Australian appearance
money was not the first by any means.
We got this from foreign countries. Many
people look on the dark man as & slave,
.but this applies in India., All the member
for Nedlands is trying to do is to prevent
it from coming into force here.

The men have been kicked from pillar
to post. I remember that some time ago
I went to the Minister for Labour in the
previous Government—our friend sitting
opposite——and he said to me, “We cannot
make an award. We cannot give these
people an award. Tell them o go to the
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court and get an award,” They went to
the court and the court said, “We canx}ot
give you an effective award until Parlia-
ment decides the matter.” So they made
haste: they made a quick decision in order
that the union could get legistation before
the last session of Parliament. But there
was not time, and the union had to wait
until this session.

Let me quote some points re attendance
money campaign—

The term “attendance money”
means money paid for the compulsory
attendance *of casual workers at an
organised engagement centre for the
purpose of securing employment in
accordance with the varying—and
mostly unpredictable—needs of a par-
ticular industry.

1 want members to mark that it is a com-
pulsory attendance. There is an agree-
ment for the union to have so many there
for the employer in case he needs them.

The strugele for “attendance money”
is merely a reflex of the struggle for
security on the part of workers whose
existence is precarious.

It is not peculiar to Australia.
Neither is it new to Australia. Fur-
thermore, the introduction of such at-
tendance money schemes as exist in
Australia was by no means ‘‘original”
to Australia.

Definite attempts have been made
for over half a century to stabilise
dockworkers’ earnings. These at-
tempts have included the attempts to
secure (and at different times
measures actually introduced to pro-
vide for) atitendance money,

In 1951 the International Labour
Office unanimously concluded ‘“There
is probably no port in which the se-
curity of livelihood of dockworkers
cannot be assured in one way or an-
other, so long as the necessary know-
iedge is available and the will to action
is not' lacking.” See *“International
Labour Review,” Vol. 63, No. 4, ai
p. 389.

In the same Review Nos. 3 and 4,
pp. 241-2656 and pp. 364-389 it was
reported that the following countries
had already introduced and were op-
erating Attendance Money schemes for
dockworkers—

Just listenn to this, and we will find how
we are lagging behind—
Australia, Belgium, France, New
Zealand, Netherlands, West Indies
{(Curacao), India (Bombay, Cal-
cutta and Madras), Norway, Italy,
Greece, U.S.A, Great Britain.

It is time we had it; and it is time all the
opposition to these people was withdrawn.
They- have done everyihing possible. As I
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have said before, they have gone back-

wards from the court to Parliament and
have heen kicked from pillar to post—

In April, 1951, the Dockers’ Union
of WA, (8P. and Docker U.) then
Coastal Dock River & Harbour Works
Union approached the Court of Arbi-
tration for an attendance money, etc.
award.

The court unanimously held that it
had no jurisdiction {0 make an award
in such a manner. See West Austra-
lian Industrial Gazette, vol. 31, p. 238.

During the hearing of that case, His
Honour, Mr. Justice Jackson said, “I
am suggesting that the only way out
is an Act of Parliament.” See Refer-
ence of Dispute 37/1950, p. 40a of the
transeript.

Again at p. 42 of the same {ran-
seript, His Honour stated:—“You have
to try to get it by compulsory means,
Mr. Troy, but T am suggesting to you
that the first step is an Act of Parlia-
ment.”

On 1st May, 1951, the then Hon.
Minister for Labour in a letter to the
member for Fremantle ruled that the
matter was not one for Parliament
but for the Court of Arbitration.

That was the hon. member sitting op-
posite.

Hon. L. Thorn: I save you good advice.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: I hope the hon.
member will put that advice into opera-
‘tion. He told us to go to the court. Well,
we have been to the court and the court
said to go back to Parliament and “Let
Parliament give you the right to come to
us and we will make an award which we
think is right and proper.” I hope the ex-
Minister will not do something which will
be contrary to the advice he gave us.

The Minister for Justice: I think he will
support you.

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: He might be with
us—

In 1953 the Full High Court of Aus-
tralia unanimously held that the Arbi-
tration Court has the power to grant
attendance money. See Vol. 27 of the
Australian Law Journal at p. 639.
However, in the same judegment the
High Court decided that whilst the
Arbitration Court has the power to
make such an award it nevertheless
has not the power to establish an
authority or fund to make its award
effective.

On 29/10/1956 in an interim judg-
ment the Court of Arbitration of
‘Western Australia unanimously held:

(i) That an attendance money

scheme was eminently desirable

in this industry;
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(ii) that it had the power to make
an award;

That it had no power to make
its award effective;

(iv) That any practical scheme must
depend on action by Parlia-
ment;

(v) That it made its decision so that
Parliament may he able to take
the appropriate legislative action
in the matter.

The court is clearly of the opinion
that the workers concerned should
have this reform granted. And this
opinion is a unanimous one—includ-
ing the employers’ representative.

In June, 1954, the union and the
Government entered into an arrange-
ment whereby painters and dockers
would be employed on long term em-
ployment when their labour was not
required for the servicing and repair-
ing of ships. However, despite very
good faith on both sides, the scheme
broke down because it was proven to
be unworkable in that it disrupted
the organisation of the longterm joh
ta which the ship repair workers were
intermittently directed.

I well remember that whenh people were
being taken from other places and paini-
ers and dockers were required, they would
take them for some other job and the
scheme would break down-—

The workers involved are approxi-
mately 130 in number who include a
wide diversity. of highly skilled work-
ers whose knowledge and skill are
needed in such a port as Fremantle
as indeed it is in every other main
port in the world.

They atiend each day at 7.45 a.m.
at an engagement centre and are com-
pelled by the terms of their award to
be available for employment at that
centre till 9.45 a.m.

Would members say it was likely that they
would go and look for other jobs? 1Is it
right that they would compete against
other people who have a right to the jobs
they are following? They have to remain
there until 9.45 a.m. and there is no chance
of their getting another job even if they
wanted to look for it—

After thal and by the terms of the
same award their union is required to
secure such pf their services as may
be required to meet unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

Other maritime workers—“water-
siders"—have had this condition of
recompense for compulsory attend-
ance at their engagement centre. It
was introduced by Act of Federal Par-
liament. Every other known case,
Great Britain, New Zealand, ete., were
also the result of legislative action.

(1)
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There is no other way for the ship
painters and dockers here except the
way of legislation.

Let us see about the unanimous decision
of the court. The court had this to say—

Mr. Court: The court, or Mr. Justice
Nevile?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: This is what the
court had to say—

The union claimed that the award,
when issued, should provide for an-
nual leave and public holidays, sick
leave and long service leave for casual
employees, and further claimed that
registered casual workers who attend
the recognised pickup centre and thus
made themselves available for employ-
ment, if not engaged for work on the
day of such attendance, should be
paid an amount equal to four hours
pay at ordinary rates for such aftend-
ance.

Registered waterside workers enjoy
similar privileges under the provisions
of the Stevedoring Industry Commis-
sion Act (Commonwealth) and the
claims in this case were drafted on the
model of similar claims which the
High Court of Australia recently
decided a Conciliation Commissioner
would have jurisdiction to grant under
the Commonwealth Conciliation and
Arbitration Act if he thought it just
and expedient to do. I have no doubt,
therefore, that this court would have
jurisdiction to grant the claims in one
of two forms one in which the liability
would be thrown on the employer; by
whom & worker was last engaged pre-
ceding the holiday, sickness or at-
tendance in guestion, and in the other
such liability would be horne by the
next succeeding employer. It is ob-
viopus that either form would have
an entirely arbitrary and often unjust
result as between different employers
and as the court has no jurisdiction
to introduce an equitable and prac-
tical scheme these claims must in my
opinion be refused. Il seems to me,
however, that some such scheme is
eminently desirable.

Do not forget that!—

The decasualisation of work on the
waterfront has to a large extent been
achieved in recent years both in Great
Britain and, so far as waterside
workers are concerned, in Australia.
The same considerations that led the
British Parliament t{o decasualise
dockers and also led the Common-
wealth Parliament to set up the de-
casualisation of the labour of water-
side workers, apply to the casual
workers in this industry. The industry
requires a pool of labour which cannot
be entirely utilised every day and al-
though the roster system of engage-
ment instituted by this Court, and
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certain allowances made in the pre-
scribed margins to some extent lessen
the evils of the casual labour in-
separable from the industry, some of
the evils resulting from irregularity
of employment inevitably remain.

The Minister for Labour: Read the next
paragraph slowly.

Hon, J, B. SLEEMAN: Very well—

Any practical scheme must, how-
ever, depend on action by Parllament
and it is for this reason that the
Court has taken the somewhat un-
usual course of Issuing this interim
decision, so that Parliament may have
the opportunity of considering in this
present session, should it deem it ad-
visable o do so—

The “present session” referred to there
was last session—getting on for 12 months
ago—and the Government found it im-
possible to bring down legislation at the
time. As a result, It has been held over
until this session, and everybody thought
it would be okay hecause these people
would have to go to the Arbitration Court
to get their award. But now we find that
even this is opposed. In other words
the court has said, “We cannot do the lot
at one time, but we have rushed ahead
to give the union a chance of going to
the Government and asking it to pass lgg-
jslation in Parliament so that the union
can then come back to the court and ask
for an award.”” The judgment goes on—

whether legislative action should be
taken in relation to all or any of the
claims I have mentioned.

Further down its says—

I should, I think, say in conclusion
that if Parliament does take some
action in this matter, any privileges
granted will almost necessarily have
some effect on the margins prescribed
by the Government.

The Minister for Labour: That should
be “prescribed by the court” and not
“prescribed by the Government,”

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: That is so. It
should read—
. . . margins prescribed by the court.
It seemed to me that the member for Ned-
lands was frightened that they would get
margins and also attendance money,

Mr. Court: I am not frightened.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: That is distinctly
laid down. The judgment follows on to
say—

. . . and a provision for liberty to
apply to these provisions will there-
fore be reserved in any award which
we issue.

The court has not yet had the
opportunity fully to consider the other
matters in dispute between the parties
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and we will therefore consider the
matter further before issuing the
minutes of the award.

Mf& Davies, the employees’ representative,
satd—

I agree with the decision as an-
nou?ced by His Honour, the Presi-
dent,

Mr, Christian, the employers’ representa-
tive, sald—

I also agree.

Therefore it was a unanimous declsion
because Mr. Christian said “I also agree”
and when he said that, he meant that he
agreed to everything the president had
said.

Mr. Court: Nonsense!
of the sort.

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: He was not par-
tially agreeing to something. If he had
been, he would have said so. He sald “I
alsp agree."

Mr. Court: He agreed with the decision,

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Surely the hon.
member will agree that the president was
giving a decision and Mr. Christian agreed
with it because he said so. If he had only
partially agreed with it, he would have
explained why and he would have given
his reasons for it. Surely the hon. mem-
ber will agreed that Mr. Christian said, “T
also agree.”

Mr, Court: That is so.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I will tell the
hon. member what Mr. Christian usually
says if he does not agree.

Mr. Court: He agreed completely with
this one!

Hon, J. B. SLEEMAN: On page 154 of
the Industrial Gazette, Vol. 36, Mr. Chris-
tian said—

I do not agree that there should be
any adjustment of the basic wage for
this quarter, but I have nothing fur-
ther to add to what I have previously
said on the subiject.

That is where Mr. Christian disagreed.
On page 184 of the same gazette, he agreed
with certain parts and disagreed with
others in these words—

This is one of those occasions on
which T agree with parts and disagree
with other parts of His Honour’s de-
cision. There are, however, only three
matters on which I wish to comment.

On the previous occasion he did not say
that he agreed in parts only: he said “I
also agree,” which means that he agrees
with all that the president said.

thMt.:r' Court: Of course he does not do
chat!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: He does not? I
do not know how the hon. member can
think that,

He did nothing
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Mr, Court: He sgreed with the findings
of the president but not with the verbiage.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If Mr, Christian
did not agree uhanimously with all that
the president had said, he would have
said something like this—

This is one of those occasions on
which I agree with parts and disagree
with other parts of His Honour’s de-
cision.

He did not say that; he said, “I also
agree”; and when he said that, he meant
that he agreed with what the president
had said.

Mr. Lawrence; He agreed in toto.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: On page 216 of
the same gazette, he disagreed in these
words—

For these reasons, I strongly dis-
agree with the decision of the court.

He did not strongly disagree with that
other case; he agreed in toto. On page
331 Mr. Christian had.this to say—

1 agree with the decislon given by
His Honour the President, though
not necessarily with some of the re-
marks contained in the decision.

He is very particular about what he says,
and he will not agree unless he is of that
opinion. Is the member for Nedlands
satisfied about that?

Mr, Courf: No.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: On page 335 of
the gazette, Mr. Christian said-—

I also agree with the decision, al-
though I consider that the work in
connection with alterations should be
treated on the merits of each parti-
cular alteration,

On page 600 he sajid—

This is a decision with which I
agree in part but disagree in other
parts, and there are several clauses
on which I wish to comment.

All his remarks are like that and if he
disagrees with something, he will say so.
If he agrees to what the president has
said, and disagrees with other parts of his
judgment, he will comment on it. I now
wish to read out some questions and an-
swers in regard to attendance money and
;,hese questions and answers are as fol-
OWS.—

What is the actual number en-
gaged on the roster?
Answer—129,

Who fixed the number?

Answer—The roster committee which
was established by the Court of
Arbitration in 1950 under the pre-
sidency of His Honour Mr. Justice
Jackson,
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Who comprises the roster com-
mittee?

Answer—The industrial registrar of

the Court of Arbitration, a repre-
sentative of the employers, and a
representative of the union.

Why is the number 130 and not
230 or any other figure?

Answer—Because that is the figure

which experience and the demands
of the employers show as being
reasonable to the average normal
need of the industry.

What kind of work is performed
by the workers concerned?

Answer—The work covers a very wide

ﬂpld and embraces practically all
kinds of work met up with in the
maritime industry. For example,
it includes highly skilled riggers
such es are necessary to the dis-
mantling of a ship’s masts and der-
ricks and machinery; men who are
capable of repairing (or making
new) rigging including all manner
and type of splicing of wire or rope
including the very heavy wires used
in naval boom defence; men who
are capable of working aloft or
overside, winchmen and highly
skilled hatchmen such as are re-
quired on the work of fitting out
ships; men who are able on demand
to take over and man a ship on
deck and in the engine rooms and
stokeholds of ships; men with the
requisite knowledge and experience
of handling explosives: boller scal-
ers and ship painters including the
high quality painting needed in
ships' cehins; dockers whose ex-
perience and ability includes a high
degree of agility at the moment of
placing vessels on the slipway
cradle; men whose knowledge of
ships and training render them
competent to perform an endless
varlety of tasks in the repair and
maintenance of ships and in the
preparation of those ships for the
carrigge of bulk grain cargoes.

What are some of the important
jobs which these men have done?

Answer—This is almost an impossible

[47)

question because of its infinity.
Here are a few:—

(a) The “Strathnaver” engine room
job which was the biggest en-
gine dismantling job done in
Fremantle.

(b) The securing of a full cargo of
locomotives and rolling stock
on the decks and in the holds
of the “Empire Elaine” which
won unsolicited praise from
that ship’s chief officer after
the vessel weathered a typhoon
in the Indian Ocean. (The

Answer—Yes,

Chief Officer in a statement to
“The West Australian” stated
that the ship came through un-
scathed because of the high
standard of workmanship of
the men in Fremantle who
secured the cargo.)

(¢) The stripping of the “Harmat-
tan,” “La Cumba,” “Dorrigo,”
“Dulverton,” “Delamere” and
other vessels of all of their
standing and running rigging
and the overhaul and repair of
same and itz ultimate re-
erection,

Are these workers available every
day?
They must attend an
engagement centre for two hours
every morning {(except Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays) and their
union must be prepared to secure
thelr services at any time outside
normal engagement hours to meet
emergency or unforeseen -circum-
stances.

Are there any examples of uncer-
tainty of employment?

Answer—Indeed it 1s plainly not

possible to predict with any degree
of accuracy what the circumstances
will be on the next day. For ex-
ample:—

(a) The men were advised on Fri-
day, the 9th August, that every
man in the industry would be
required for the “Koojarra”
slipping and overhaul on the
following working day (Mon-
day). On Monday, due to an
unexpected happening to an-
other vessel, the labour was not
required until the following
Wednesday.

(b) There are numerous examples
of vessels being up on the slip-
ways with a labour force of 40
or 50 men employed thereon.
Some defects In the ship’s shell
plating may be found which
shall necessitate the vessel un-
dergoing major repairs involv-
ing boilermakers. On such
cccasions as these, the painters
and dockers are laid off until
the repairs to plating have
been effected. This type of
experience can and often does
result in enforced idleness for
painters and dockers, despite
the fact that their services may
be in general heavy demand
owing to a tight slipping pro-
gramme which becomes upset
by such experiences.

For which particular ships do these
men work?

Answer—These men are available for

service on all ships.
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Then there is some more information—

From January 1st, 1957, to August
23rd, 1957, there have been 160 days
upon which engagements may have
been made, i.e., every day excepting
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.

The figures are exact figures and
may be verified through roster re-
cords.

For the 160 dayé there was an ag-
gregate registration of 18,903 men.

During the same period there was
an agegregate of "absences” of 1,621
mern.

The effective attendance aggregate
therefore was 17,282 men.

The aggregate of unemployed was
4,077 men.

From the foregoing, the following
conclusions may be drawn:—

(1) The average registration
was {(at present it is

exactly 128) . 118
(2) The average daily ab-
sence was . 101
"(3) The average dally at- :
tendance was ... . 108
(4) The average daily un-
employment was 25.5

(5) The average percentage
of unemployment was 23

The grouping ‘“absence” includes
absence for any and all reason. Por
example, sickness, workers’ compensa-
tion, personal, leave and persons who
have left the industry without inform-
ing anyone of their action.

Generally speaking the position as
revealed by the analysis is much the
same as it has been since records have
been kept, i.e. since March, 1951,

So I think we have enough information
for members, and I am very disappointed
to hear what some of them are saying.
These men have been battling for arbitra-
tion and, as an ex-Minister said, “Go to
the court and get it, because Parliament
is not going to give it to you.” The union
went to the court and the court has told
them to go to Parliament, and let mem-
bers there do their job. So it is time we
did our job and gave these men what they
desire. TUnless we do that we will have
dissatisfled workers, and we know the re-
sult of that. I hope the Bill will be ¢ar-
ried unanimously. Let us stand up to our
job and say that we agree with arbitra-
tion. I am satisfied that when the measure
gets to another place it will be agreed to in
that Chamber, and I have much pleasure
in supporting it.

On motion by Mr. Lawrence, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL—KING'S PARK AQUATIC
CENTRE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2Tth August.

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [9.14]:
For some strange reason—

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot hear
the hon. member because there is too much
conversation.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: PFor some strange
reason when a Bill of this kind comes be-
fore Parliament, it occasions more interest
and concern than many measures which
have a bigger effect upon the community.
But I suppose that is something which we
cannot avoid. In 1954 the member for
North Perth introduced an amendment to
the Parks and Reserves Act designed to
place under parliamentary control certain
decisions of the King’s Park Board in par-
ticular. At the time the hon. member was
criticised by certain members of both
houses of Parliament—decidedly in the
minority of both Houses of Parliament—
for introducing and pressing for the pas-
sage of such legislation.

But in my view, at that time the legisla-
tion was completely justified, and so far
from events having proved that it was not
justified, I believe that the contrary is en-
tirely the case, for I have no doubt that
had the member for North Perth not intro-
duced the legislation in 1954 and had it
passed by both Houses of Parliament, we
should already have had in King's Park
an orchestral shell; and we should prob-
ably have had in King’s Park without any
intervention by Parliament, because prior
to the passage of that Bill, such interven-
tion would not have been possible, an
aquatic centre, and possibly some other
things which are not at present even under
consideration.

As I understood the measure in 1954 it
was desighed primarily to prevent, among
other things, the very proposal that is
now before the House. Therefore, what-
ever may be the views of members in re-
gard to the advantages to be derived from
such a proposal as is now before us, it
behoves members to look very carefully at
this matter, because it is as clear as day
from the Act which was passed in 19564,
that Parliament had =zlready taken this
question into consideration, because Sec-
tion 2 of the 1954 Act provides—

Notwithstanding the provisions of
Subsection (1) and (2) of this section
a board shall not, after the coming into
operation of the Parks and Reserves
Act Amendment Act, 1954, so far as
concerns Reserve No. A1720, known as
King’s Park,

(a) effect or construct, or permit
to be effected or constructed,
to, in or on any such park or
reserve any improvements for
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the purpase of the establish-
ment of an aquatic centre, or
orchestral shell; or

(b} lease the whole or any part

of any such park or reserve,

unless the consent of both Houses of
Parliament has flrst been obtained;

So obviously the intention of Parliament
at that time was that the greatest con-
sideration, at the very least, would have
to be given to any such proposal as is
now before us, otherwise I think you will
agree, Mr. Speaker, there would have been
no specific reference to such things in the
measure that was passed in 1954.

When intreducing this Bill the Minis-
ter sald, among other things, that, as a
result of passing the 1954 Act, we could
not expect very much progress in the
future so far as King's Park was con-
cerhed, because all members are subjected
from time to time to all kinds of pressure
groups. I wish to break that observation
into two parts: The first is that we cannot
expect very much progress in the future
as far as King’s Park is concerned.

The question that arises there is what
is progress in regard particularly to King's
Park in Western Australia. There are, of
course, two very strongly divided bodies of
opinion, I should say, in Western Austra-
lia at the present time. One believes that
no alteration from the present system of
holding King's Park as a reserve for in-
digenous flora and fauna is desirable. The
other section believes quite the contrary.
As to which one is in a majoerity, I am not
able to form a reliable opinion.

There is certainly a very strong diver-
gence of opinion. That is not only my view,
but the view of the Minister who intro-
duced this measure and, therefore, it ill
behoves any of us to gquestion the bona
fides of anyone else iIf they hold a contrary
opinion to the one held by the individual
expressing his opinion. Accordingly, I do
not for one moment question the opinions
that have been expressed by the Right
Hon. the Lord Mayor, and some other mem-
bers of the Perth City Council, by some
other individuals and perhaps, too, by some
other organisations. They are entitled to
their opinions, but I claim that I am also
entitled to mine, whatever it may he.

The next point on which I would like to
comment in regard to this particular state-
ment is that members are subjected from
time to time to all kinds of pressure groups.
If by that statement the Minister intends
to convey the idea that the voting of mem-
bers of Parliament is determined by the
effect of pressure groups, then I would
suggeest that the passage of this Bill would
be a foregone conclusion, because I have
been in this House a good many years, and
I have never e¢xperienced, in all those
vears, such a barrage as I have in regard
to this particular matter.
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I am going to say that while the lesser
in number has been against the proposal,
there have been some very weighty con-
siderations presented by those pecple; but
obviously far the greater in number have
been from those who have been in favour
of the preoposition that is implicit in this
measure. I say, if the vote of members of
Parliament were to be determined by that
particular yardstick, then there is no ques-
tion, in my view, that the passage of this
measure would be ensured.

But, fortunately for us, and foriunately,
I think, for good government and perhaps,
even for the general principles of demoe-
racy in this country there is, if I under-
stand it rightly, among members of Parlia-
ment rather a greater resistance to the so-
called pressure groups than to anything
else. In my view the way to ensure that
a member of Parliament would change his
mind in a matter such as this is to do the
very reverse of what has heen done in some
instances in the present controversy.

I throw out that suggestion for future
guidance and I do not think anybody would
seriously contradict it. I throw it out for
future guidance to those who may be con-
cerned with similar matters in the years to
come, because I think the majority of the
members of this House, and of another
place, are of the opinion that the activities
of the bodies to which the Minister re-
ferred as pressure groups, are by ng means
desirable, and are less likely to infiuence
members favourably towards them than
they would if they adopted the more nor-
mal methods, and allowed members in the
light of those normal methods to form their
own opinions.

Mr. Evans: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The Minister also
said, “Certain sections of people and cer-
tain organisations of great length and
strength, and certain groups are opposed
most forcibly to the principles concerned.””
I must say I agree with that contention,
and I am glad that the hon. gentleman
referred to the principles concerned, be-
cause that is a concession which has taken
a long time to be recoghised in regard to
this particular controversy; but there are
some principles involved. I would say that
if it were not for that fact, the opposition
that has developed to this measure would
have g great deal less justification than it
has. I hope to deal with one or two of
those aspects later on.

Let me say quite frankly before I go
any further that I appreciate the desir-
ahility of an olympic pool contained in a
desirable setting in the metropolitan area.
I have no hesitation in deciding that such
an institution is desirable in the interests
particularly of certain seections of our
citizens. Therefore, I repeat, that I do
not for one moment question the good
intentions of the Right Hon. the Lord
Mayor or his City Council, or anyone else
who supports this proposal, because I have



1220

no doubt whatever that they are working,
in their own way, towards something that
is desirable. - ’

Because they wish to put it in a certain
place which a great number of people do
not think is a desirable place for a variety
of reasons, is perhaps where the conflict
lies, and that is the question which this
Parliament has to decide. But I have also
no hesitation.in believing that if this leg-
islature decides the Bill is not to pass,
there will be found within a very reason-
able time some other place for the erection
of the facilities in the metropolitan area
and, perhaps, in the long run in a better
place, for some very good reasorn.

The Minister for Transport. Have you
any grounds for that statement?

Hon. A. P, WATTS: The Minister re-
ferred to the greater use of King's Park
for all public purposes, for their pleasure
and enjoyment. So far as the provisions of
this Bill are concerned, I do not think
its passage is poing to contribute very
much to that, because I notice that in the
lease provisions—to which I would remind
the Minister he made but scanty reference
in his lengthy speech last weeck—1it is pro-
vided that the lessee shall be entitled to
charge such fees for admission as shall be
provided by the by-laws of the Perth City
Council from time to time.

Mr. Potter: Does that preclude them
from pleasure and amusement? :

Hon. A. P, WATTS: So there is not even
a fixed charge provided in the lease, It
can be varied by the City of Perth by-laws
from time time and a by-law, of course,
can be changed very frequently if neces-
sary. It is true that such a by-law would
be subject to disallowance by Parliament,
but it is also true that by-laws, like regu-
lations, are frequently in existence and
operative for many months before they
are laid on the Table of the House for
consideration by Parliament, because prior
to their coming into operation, Parlia-
ment is not sitting. So it would be quite
likely that if any particularly important
function were to be held in this place—
and if this measure were proceeded with—
very substantial fees could be provided for
those engagements.

THe Minister for Transport: So what!

Hon. A. . WATTS: We have already
known of the very heavy charges that are
made with such competitions as interstate
tennis matches and the like, and those
fees, of course, vary very considerably
from those normally charged when there
is no particular competition on at the
place in question. It could be, therefore,
that the fee fixed would be, in many
cases, guite beyond the normal pocket of
the average individual of the City of
Perth. So it strikes me that if this pro-
posal is to be agreed to, there should be
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something more than the requirement of
the. fee for admission to be fixed by by-
laws.

I daresay the Minister has in mind the
fact that the other small portions of
King's Park that have been granted on
tenancy at will to two or three institu-
tions there, are in exactly the same posi-
tion. I agree that they are. But they have
been there many years. There was no
possibility at that time of Parliament con-
trolling them; and in consequence the
situation is there, and T suppose—as I
understand the position—has to remain.

That does not make it any more right
from my point of view, It would have
heen much more desirable if the same pro-
visions as I have suggested had been ap-
plied to those other organisations 50 or
60 vears ago. But they were not so ap-
plied; and so far as I can see, the ques-
tion does not arise today. But there is
not sufficient justification, I suggest, for
a reiteration of the same processes in
this particular measure.

The Minister said that nothing could be
further from the truth than the statement
that the park was permanently dedicated
for the preservation of its indigenous flora.
That statement apparently emanated from
the hon. gentleman as representative of
the Lands Department. Yet we have an-
other Government department—to wit, the
State Tourist PBureau—which, in 1850,
issued one of its famous little booklets—
which, together with many others that it
has issued I would like to strongly com-
mend-—specifically dealing with King's
Park, Perth, Western Australia. On the
first page it says—

This delightful area of natural bush-
land along whose Eastern boundary
the lovely Swan River wanders to the
sea, and which has for neighbours
attractive suburban homes and gar-
dens, is dedicated and permanently
reserved for the preservation of its
indigenous flora, the only variation
from this policy being a fringe of
lawns and shrubberies in certain situa-
tions to meet intensive public usage.

There is the Tourist Bureau—which is
another Government department after all,
and which I understand goes carefully into
the historical and other data before it
issues these famous booklets—saying that
the park is dedieated and permanently re-
served for the preservation of the indi-
genous flora, the very words in respect of
which the Minister observed that nothing
could be further from the truth.

The Minister for Lands: That is ‘quii.:e
true.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: All right! Then the
hon. gentleman is in some difficults. '

The Minister for Iands: You are in a
difficulty.
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Hon. A. P. WATTS: 1 do not for one
moment mind his being in some difficulty.
But he is in a difficulty, because he is say-
ing in effect that the Tourist Bureau is a
liar. I should say that if anything could
be no furiher from the truth, it is close to
being a lie.

Mr. Rodoreda: You would not believe all
that you read in tourist literature?

Hon. A. P. WATTS: More than I would
some of the things that I hear; because, as
I have observed, the Tourist Bureau, as a
general rule, is careful in the use of his-
torical and other data which it incorpor-
ates in its booklets. And I think that if
anyhody looks at the position rationally,
he will agree with that statement.

The Minister for Lands: You have gone
far afield to try to prove a point that does
not exist.

Hon. A. P. WATTS: I have gone no
farther afield than from one Government
department to another,

The Minister for Lands: Why don't you
sfick to the department that has the
original dedication? Have you any reason?

Hon. A. P, WATTS: 1 can only hear
what the Minister has to say and what
the other departments have 0 say. I have
not had the original dediecation. I have
not seen the files to which the Minister
referred. I take the Minister’s word, and
I take the Tourist Bureau’s word. But, s0
far as I am concerned, both cannot be
right.

The Minister for Lands: You might just
as well go to the Mines Department and
ask them about it.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I seem to have
stirred the Minister by quofing from this
little hooklet. I ean understand that.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
making much effort to stick to the truth.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The Town Planner,
to whom the Minister referred, obviously
did not discard Burswood Island, because
in the statement which he gave to the
Minister he said—

T believe that the statement regard-
ing an Olympic pool at Burswood
Island has arisen from a plan pre-
pared in this office many months after
the report was printed showing how
Burswood Island could be developed as
an Olympic sports centre and provi-
sion was naturally made in this plan
for all sports, including swimming.
The report accompanying the plan,
however, made it quite clear that the
site of a pool on Burswood Island was
not intended as an alternative or pre-
ferable site to King’s Park, but purely
to indicate that swimming facilities
should be provided if a complete cover-
age for all sports was established at
Burswood Island.

1221

The implication in the Minister’s speech
was that the Town Planner presented this
statement to support the contention that
that place would not be suitable., I can
hardly believe that the Town Planner—
whose knowledge of subjects associated
with and scattered around the problems
of town planning, including architecture
and engineering, is fairly considerable—
would have evolved a plan of this nature
if he had reached the conclusion that its
implementation was impracticable. So I
can only assume that it is not fair to rule
out——as the Minister appeared to do—
Burswood Island from this proposition.

The Minister for Lands: Did you read
everything the Town Planner safd ?

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I read everything
the Minister said and a good deal more.

The Minister for Lands: Did you read
everything the Town Planner said? You
only quoted a portion.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: Everything that
the Minister said. He read the report,
including the passage I quofed. I am
surely entitled to extract from the report
a point that appears to me to indicate that
what the Minister was trying to imply is
not entirely based on fact. That is all T
am trying to get at.

The Minister for Lands:
a, pretty poor fist of it.

Hon, A. P, WATTS: The Minister also
said—

You are making

The Minister for Lands: You are

struggling hard.

Hon. A. P, WATTS: --—that those oppos-
ing this proposition made excuses based on
blind, unreasonable prejudice. I think it
would be equally fair, or egually unfair,
whichever one likes—perhaps I had better
say equally unfair—to charge the Minister
and those associated with him in this
matter with basing their argument on
blind, unreaspning prejudice, too, because
it is not fair to anybody at all; and I
think his statement was entirely unjusti-
fiable and completely unworthy of one who
was in a responsible position when he
made his speech.

There have been some very learned
people who have expressed opinions in re-
gard to the net result to King's Park of
this proposition, and they are far different
from those expressed by the hon. gentle-
man. I do not know whether he has read
the letter or pamphlet which was prepared
and signed by all members of the Royal
Society in Western Australia. That society
has been in existence for many years in all
parts of the British Commonwealth and ‘it
was founded expressly for the purpose of
providing opportunities for people to get
together who were learned in scientific
and similar pursuits. - It has its branch in
Western Australia. - :
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Those people have considered this matter
from the purely scientific aspect, and have
arrived at the conclusion that so far as
the native fauna—or bhirds—in King's Park
is concerned, such a proposition could have
only disastrous results.

Mr. Rodoreda: There is not a bird in
the park.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about!
These gentlemen have expressed an
opinion, based on scientific data which
demonstrates that opinion. I am telling
members what they say; I do not propose
to set myself up against men who have
made a lifelong study of these matters.
They have expressed the opinion that the
net result of a development such as is
suggested in this proposition, would be the
extinction in a very short time—so far
as this area is concerned—of the fauna to
which they refer.

The Minister for Lands: That is just so
much rot!

Hon. A. F. WATTS: If the Minister cares
to pit himself against these gentlemnen, and
say that he knows much more than they,
I do not propose to do so. They are learned
men, whose opinions should be respected.
I tell him the extent to which I respect
them, and that is all there is to it.

I want to come to a conclusion as rapidly
as possible by saying that there are a num-
ber of other reasons why this measure
should be referred back for furiher con-
sideration, quite apart from the gquestion
of whether or not we should utilise King’s
Park. One of those reasons is that the
place suggested for the establishment of
this centre is approximately six chains
from the western boundary of the eity, as
defined under its charter, under the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act, and approximately
six miles from its eastern boundary.

So it is approximately 80 times nearer
to the western than to the eastern end,
in approximate fisures. For a place to be
a charge upon the ratepayers of the muni-
cipality or City of Perth as this—as I hope
to show—will obviously be, to be situated
siXx chains from the western and nearly
six miles from the eastern boundary is an
extraordinary proposition.

Mr. Rodoreda: Nearly as bad as Crawley
baths.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: Bul Crawley baths
has no further justification for its exist-
ence. No doubt when it was put there some
time apgo it was reasonably centrally
situated, The hon. member who has inter-
jected has been responsible for a consider-
able amount of development in the other
end of the City of Perth.

The Minister for Transport: And a fine
building, too.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They will be a long
way from the pool.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A, F. WATTS: They are sa. It is
stated—

The obvious site for a pool, if it is
desired {o serve as a real amenity to
the public and earn assured revenue, is
in the thickly populated eastern and
south-eastern suburbs where adeguate
bathing facilities are at present lack-
ing.

That is true. This western end of the city,
from which this proposition is about six
chains, is also in close proximity to some
of the hest beaches in Australia; and the
prospects of the revenue to be derived from
it being enhanced thereby is considerably
remote, hecause the nearer we are to other
and more suitable places for relaxation of
this nature the less prospect is there of a
substantial revenue being derived from a
proposition of this kind,

The Minister for Transport: Is that our
business or that of the City Council?

Hon. A. F. WATTS: In my opinion, it is
substantially our business. If we have to
consider a gquestion of this sort we must
consider all aspects and not only one.

The Minister for Lands: Are you trying
to say that the aquatic centre would not
be used much?

Hon. A.F. WATTS: No, but I say it would
be used much meore if situated in a more
central part of the City of Perth area and
not within such easy access of the delight-
ful beaches as the western end of the City
of Perth’s area is. We are told the project
will cost up to about £240,000. The lease
proposal in the measure requires the lessee
to spend not less than £180,000 and the
servicing of a debt such as that with
interest at 5 per cent. would range up to
£20,000 per year.

I suggest there will be a minimum of
nine employees required to keep the place
going. When one bears in mind the work
that will have to be done and the attention
that will have to be given to the water
softening, chlorination ang filtration plants
and many other aspects that require atten-
tion during the time when the pool is
opened that will be the minimum and will
involve considerable expenditure in salaries.
I think that before it is finished, including
the annual liability which must be borne
for at least 20 years, of £20,000, to amortise
a lean in between those two flgures, there
will be an annual liability of approximately
£30,000.

Nohody has given us, during this debate,
any figures to detail the possible expend-
iture or revenue likely to be spent and
derived, and so one can only work this out
from one's experience of the raising of
loans and such information as one c¢an
gather of the likely expenditure, but I sug-
gest my estimate is conservative. That
revenue will have to be raised over a period
of between five and six months, because it
is not likely that it will be heavily patron-
ised during the autumn and winter months.
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Mr. Rodoreda: They éould run o com-
petition of some sort.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: The hon. member
secks to be facetious. If there were to he a
charge of 2s. per head—1I suggest it would
not, be likely to exceed that— it would re-
quire not less than 300,000 people to attend
the pool during that period to pay expenses,
and I question greatly—I suggest that neo
figures and no report given to the Minister
would indicate that I am wrong—whether
such revenue as that is likely to be derived.

Mr. Rodoreda: But it is only the rate-
payers of the Perth City Council who are
concerned,

Hon. A. P, WATTS; I suggest again that
this Bill be referred back for further con-
sideration because 1 would like to know
whether, in the circumstances, the rate-
payers of the City of Perth are likely to
agree to it, and I question very much
whether they will,

The Minister for Transport: It is up to
them and not us. *

Hon. A. P. WATTS: In my opinion this
has everything to do with it. Do members
think that if we were dealing with an
institution not quite so august as the City
of Perth, we would allow it to put up and
agree to any proposition that such a body
might make without questioning the likely
results to that organisation, when we have
not been given any reliable data to enable
us to farm an opinlon? I suggest that that
is exactly the position in this case.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
that every year in the national parks in
country distriets.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: It is a very different
proposition in country districts, and even
with a small expenditure incurred in many
country districts which have been assisted
by the Government in putting down
olympic pools, and which have got the rest
of the money almost invariably by volun-
tary effort and therefore with little or no
liability for servicing loans, there has
been the greatest difficulty in obtaining
sufficient funds to carry on the proposi-
tion from year to year.

The Minister for Lands: When you lease
land to them, you deo not do anything of
the kind. You lease it to them and they
make their own arrangements, but in this
case you are not prepared to do that.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: I would remind the
Minister that it will be noted, in the record
of his speech made last week, that he pur-
sued the whole of it without one word of
interjection fromn me. I do not object to
his interjections but time is going on and
I wish o be allowed to finish. The last
thing I want to emphasise, viewed from
the point of view of some people in country
districts—and I have taken some trouble
to ascertain the views of a great many
people in the time available to me—who are
continually being told that there are no

1223

funds available for the things which they
laok for and believe to be essential to their
well-being and that of their children—the
idea of £240,000 being taken from the com-
mon pool of loan funds at this juncture—
from which it must undoubtedly come
because all these loans, whether for local
authorities or governmental or semi-
governmental bodies have to be authorised
by the Loan Council and raised through
the Commonwealth, very frequently out of
subsidies paid by the Commonwealth from
taxation levied on the people—is that, as
they are so frequently told there are no
funds available for the things they want,
this proposition is anathema to them.
Forgetting that for the moment, there are
sufficient other reasons why the Bill should
be referred back and therefore I will appose
the second reading.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [9.52): T sup-
port the Bill, which means that I am sup-
porting the project for the establishment
of an aquatic centre in King's Park. 1t
is most unfortunate that the consideration
of this issue has developed into an
emotional one, in the main, and I am
amazed to find such extravagant cutbursts
being voiced by some people in opposition
to the scheme when someone wants to do
something to make more useful and beauti-
ful this park of ours, when hardly a word
in protest has been voiced over what I
consider to be a really major work to
destroy some of the natural beauty of our
river, Very few of the people who have
raised their voices in anger against this
scheme have raised their voices in anger
over the giant reclamation scheme in the
river—

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
that?
it.

Mr. COURT: We never heard it here.

Mr. Bovell: We had no Bill before the
House on that.

Mr. COURT: From the many interjec-
tions, members will see what I mean by
referring to “the emotional atmosphere.”
I think the front page of *The Listening
Post” of August, 1957, summarises rather
well and perhaps unwittingly the situa-
tion that has developed. As members know,
during the last congress of the R.SL. a
move was made by the Nedlands sub-
branch to marshall the support of the
league against this aquatic centre, and I
will read the relevant parts of the report
as given on the front page of the journal
I have referred to. There we see the fol-
lowing:—

Powerful advocacy by Mr. T. C.
Edmondson (the former State presi-
dent) and Mr. E. C. Townshend (a
League trustee) failed to persuade con-
gress to agree to a proposal of the
Nedlands sub-branch for opposing the
construction of an aquatic centre in
King’'s Park.

Who told you
I have had enough to say about
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In place of the Nedlanhds motion,
congress agreed to a suggestion by Dr.
R. I. Greenham (a State vice-presi-
dent) that the incoming State Execu-
tive take the necessary action to en-
sure that the proposed centre should
in no way interfere with any memorial
tree in King's Park.

The seconder of the amendment
argued that the League’s only valid
concern with the pool issne was to
satisfy itself that the memorial trees
—and the memorial aspects of the
park in general—would not suffer in
consequence of the proposed -aquatic
centre.

I will have members know that that was
the seconder of the motion and his only
concern was in connection with the
memorial trees. Another relevant part of
what Mr. Townshend said was that he was
not concerned with whether a pool was
built but with the threat of interference
with the dedicated trees. We read—

Moving his amendment Dr. Green-
ham said he did not think that the
Perth City Couneil’s plan necessarily
involved the loss of any memorial
trees.

He was not convinced that the de-
bate had been on really solid ground;
there had been too much sentiment.

I think that summarises the situation that
has developed in the community over the
Project.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:
should read the end of it.

Mr. COURT: Subsequent to this, the
Perth City Council has given an assur-
ance that there would be no disturbance
of the memorial trees. In his concluding
remarks, Mr. Edmondson said—

Of course, this is & matter of senti-
ment. The League is built on senti-
ment and when sentiment goes out of
the League, it is time we all go out.

Mr, Oldfield: But we are deciding the
fate of this issue; not the R.S.I.

The Minister for Transport: The Tour-
ist Bureau is not deciding it either.

Mr. COURT: As I see it, there has de-
veloped a situation where there are three
factions in this issue, two of them opposed
to the third. There is the Perth City
Council on one hand and, against it. a
group which has allied itself with some
of the members of this House who have
joined forces to oppose this issue. The
only people who do not seem to have been
consulted Iin the matter are the people
themselves.

I hazarded a guess some weeks ago that
a referendum on this matter would result
in approximately as eight is to two in
favour of it in the metropolitan area and
as five is to two in favour in the country,
At that time, some members ridiculed the
idea but it is interesting to note that a

I think you

 [ASSEMBLY.]

free plebiscite taken of some of the people
in this city has resulted, at this time, in
85 per cent. voting in favour of it—on the
question of whether the aquatic centre
should be in King’s Park or not.

Mr. Norton: Where are you getting the
figures from?

Mr. COURT: I asked the City Council
to make available to me the result of their
efforts in this regard and the procedure
1zid down to me as to how the plebiscite
was conducted seemed to me to be fair.
There was ho pressure brought to bear and
it was not a canvass, and it revealed that
at this time 1,939 voted ves, 303 voted no,
and 32 expressed no opinion. That means
that 85.2 per cent. voted in favour.

The Minister for Labour: Was that the
result of the circular to employers?

Mr. COURT: It was taken around the
city—

The Minister for Labour:; Was it the re-
sult of the circular to the employers?

Mr. COURT: They bréught no pressure
to bear. This is the result of representa-
tions made by the Perth City Council and
it adds another interesting sidelight to
which the Minister has invited my atten-
tion—the fact that there are people wha,
it has been suggested, might object to the
establishment of the park on finaneial
grounds, but who are found ready and will-
ing to co-operate.

Mr. Perkins: But they ask the Ciiy of
Perth ratepayers to foot the bill

Mr. COURT: The City of Perth has to
go before its ratepavers and justify the
project, and no doubt there will be a re-
ferendum on the loan.

Mr. Perkins: That will be a certainty.

Mr. COURT: If the people of the City
of Perth are prepared to subscribe to it,
that is their business and I think they will
agree to the loan being raised.

Mr. Bovell: Should not a referendum
have preceded the Bill being presented to
Parliament?

Mr. COURT': No. I think first and fore-
most the City Council and the Government
had the duty to find out the atiitude of
Parliament before the procedure of a re-
ferendum in connection with the loan was
resorted to.

Mr. Norton: What was the question that
was asked of the employers?

Mr. COURT: I have not the wording of
the question here, but it was a straight out
question on whether they favoured the
establishment of an aquatic centre in
King's Park. The peaple who are opposed
to the project form themselves roughly into
three categories. First of all there are those
who have a genuine love of the park; a
genuine love of the natural bushland. Then
there are those people who have socme Seti-
timental attachment te the park and who
feel that hecause they have accepted that
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King's Park should be leff in ifs natural
state, they should not depart from that
point of view and there is the third group
that will not have a bar of anything that
the Perth City Council puts forward, even
if it is good.

Several members interjected.

Mr. COURT: Apparently, the cap fits in
a few places. Even if it is good, some
people will not have a bar of any plan that
is proposed by the Perth City Council.

Taking the first group, those who are
genuinely in love with the natural bush-
land, I have a very soft spot for them. They
like the natural bushland; they like the
indigenous flora.

Mr, Lapham: They like a little peace
and guiet.

Mr. COURT: Yes, and they like the bush.
They divide themselves into those who
have a natural appreciation of the bush-
land and those who have a scientific in-
terest in the natural flora. For example,
some have a bent for botany. Some are
naturalists and they look at King's Park
from an entirely different angle than I
woild. I love the bush, too, but no one is
suggesting for one minute that they be
denied the use and the enjoyment of this
facility if they feel they must have if, al-
though apparently they are g small number
in the community.

I think we have the wrong conception
of what is proposed for King's Park. Some
people seem to have the idea that this
Parliament is being asked to give away
so many acres of King’s Park upon which,
say, a factory or something of that nature
can be built. On the contrary, it is only
suthorising the City of Perth to establish
on this area something which will be very
beautiful and useful to the community.

Mr. Lapham: For a few years and then
it will finish up like Crawley baths!

Mr, COURT: Nothing of the sort! 1In
the propoesition put forward by the Perth
City Council, it is to be a thing of beauty
and something that is to remain. Having
referred to the people who have a genuine
love of the bushland and all that goes
with it, we now move to the second group;
those who have a sentimental attachment
to King’s Park. They do not really know
why. They have accepled that somewhere
in our history, it has been resolved that
f_.'ing's Park should be left as it is for all

ime.

Mr, Bovell: But you do not agree with
sentiment. You have already said that.

Mr. COURT: The only thing we can do
is to establish the origin of the park; to
refer back to the people who set the park
aside in the first place and who had the
early administration of it. In this dis-
cussion of recent weeks, Lord Forrest has
loomed large in the claims of those who
have opposed the scheme for the estab-
lishment of an aguatic centre in King's
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Park, They have produced exfracts from
speeches and alleged quotes that were
made in homes by someone who said
something to someone else about this park.
However, we must go back to the man who
originally reserved the park for the people
when he was an important member of the
community,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What have you
there?

Mr. COURT: I now want to read Section
5 of the Parks and Reserves Act which
provides—

In the exercise of its gemeral pow-
ers in respect of the parks and
reserves committed to them, a board
of control and management may,
among other things, do as follows:—

(a) Pence in or otherwise enclose,
clear, level, drain, plant, and
form walks and carriage
drives through and over such
parks or reserves, or any part
thereof.

Construct dams and reser-
voirs for the retention and
formation of sheets of water
thereon.

(¢) Otherwise improve or orna-
ment such parks or reserves,
and do all such things as are
calculated to adapt such
parks and reserves to the
purposes of public recreation,
health, and enjoyment,
Establish and mantain zoo-
legical gardens therein.

Under this section there would be nothing
wrong if the Zoo were placed in King’s
Park. It would be guite within the original
powers that were granted.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You have missed
something, have you not?

Mr. COURT: I am up to paragraph (d),
but I have a few more to go. Continuing—
{e) Grant licences for the depastur-
ing of animals on such park lands
and reserves, and take for the
same such fees as the hoard may,
by any by-law, from time to time
appoint; and
(f) Grant licences for the removal of
any sand, gravel, or other earth
or mineral, and for cutting and
removing wood under such re-
strictions, and at such reasonable
price, or such weekly, monthly, or
vearly sum as the board may
think fit.
The second subsection reads as follows:—
Nothing in this section contained
shall be construed to limit the general
powers of the board.
There has been now added a third sub-
section which the Leader of the Country
Party read earlier, namely, the 1954
amendment to this Act.

47!

@)
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That was the conception in 1895. At
this time we must remember that Lord
Forrest was a very virile figure in the life
of our State. The parliamentary hand-
book shows that he was elected to Par-
liament as the member for Bunbury in
1890. He was appointed Premier and
Colonial Treasurer in very short time, that
is on the 29th December, 1890. He re-
signed as Premier on the 15th February,
1901. It is important to note that from
the 29th December, 1890, until the 15th
Februaty, 1901, he was the Premier of this
State and a very powerful Premier at that.

If one's history is correctly recorded,
he did not brook much interference, and
if he had not wanted anything done with
King’s Park, it would not have been done.

At that time he was also very actively-

interested in the affairs of the park itself.
I find it rather interesting fo trace some
of the history in the changes of the title
and the usages of King's Park. In 1871,
Malcolm Fraser submitted his report to
the Colonial Secretary, which stated—

Submitted herewith for the in-
formation and consideration of His
Excellency the Governor are a tracing
and description for gazetting of land
proposed on the suggestion of His
Excellency for the purpose of a public
park and recreation ground.

and the pertinent point is—

For the purpose of a public park
and recreation ground.

That was consented to on the 6th August,
1871, On the 18th September, 1890, we
find in the “Government Gazette” that
the area of the park was increased fromn
432 to 980 acres on the recommendation
of Sir John Forrest, then Commissioner of
Crown Lands.

On the 24th January, 1398, the “Gov-
ernment. Gazette” showed the personnel of
the first board appointed to manage and
contrel King's Park. It was comprised of
8ir John Forrest; Hon. J. W. Hackett;
Lieut.~Colonel Phillips; G. T. Poole; A.
Lovekin and B. C. Wood. As I previgusly
said, that shows the intention of the
Premier, Sir John Forrest, from 1890 to
1901. In 1397 the Hale School allotment
was made as a swop for the observatory
area and in 1899 an area was granted to
the tennis club and the bowling club.

It is important to note that the three
major concessions—if they can be called
concessions—were made during the term
of office of the man who is now held up
as the one who wanted this park to he
kept in perpetuity. It is important that
the major concessions during the history
of King’s Park were made by that man.
He was a powerful man and he did not
brook much inferference. If the official
records are correct, he was not only a
member of that bhoard but was also Premier
of the State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. W. A, Manning; He was subject to
pressure.

Mr. COURT: If the hon, member reads
the life of Sir John Forrest, he will dis-
cover that he did not succumb easily to-
pressure. I believe that he made and
approved of these allocations in this area
for the purpeose of recreation hecause it
was consistent with the original dedica-
tion of the park. I have come to the belief
—and this is one of the main reasons why
I support this project—that Sir John For-
rest was of the opinion that this area
should he used intelligently and developed,
under control, for recreational purposes.
I should imagine that he would be horri-
fied if the whole of the area were cleared
and turned into developed parklands, play-
ing fields and all sorts of such-like pro-
visions; but surely, in 1,000 acres, there
is room for development along the fringe
of the park! It is significant that the
three major concessions that were made
in King's Park are along its fringe and
the Perth City Council proposal is only
an extension of the project that Sir John
Forrest himself commenced.

We bring the history up to date with a
report made by Professor Stephenson after
he had looked at this area. He is re-
garded as one of the world's egreatest
authorities on town planning. At p. 98
of his report he made it very clear as to
what he thought of King's Park. It is
important that we keep these matters in
their correct perspective, In Chapier B8,
under the heading of “Central Parks”,
p. 98, the following is recorded:—

In King’s Park the region has a
magnificent, centrally placed natural
park of a size and character likely to
meet many recreational requirements
of the foreseeable future. The Perth
City Fathers of the last generation had
the courage to emulate the statesmen
who established King's Park. Bold
Park, which they set aside for recrea-
tion, is even greater in extent than
King’s Park, It may gradually as-
sume a role and character different
from those of King's Park. It is as-
sumed that it will contain areas of
both natural landscape and extensive
facilities for recreational activity,

Whilst it is strongly recommended
that King's Park should continue tc
be most jealously guarded, this need
not preclude development which would
enhance its recreational value.

That report comes from a world authority
on this type of development; from a marn

who is very conscious of green belts and
open spaces.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But he know:
nothing about the preservation of the
natural bush and the effeet that this
civilisation has on it.
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Mr. COURT: Though he may not be a
botanist or a secientist in this particular
field, he has a very strong conception of
the use of land.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He says that it
should be jealously guarded. I agree with
him there.

Mr. COURT: That is just what we are
doing, are we not? We have placed this
land virtually in the custody of Parlia-
ment. Continuing to quote from this re-
port by Professor Stephenson—

It already contained a restaurant
on a fine site, and this may have to
be reconstructed before long to meet
a growing demand. The siting and
design should be carefully considered
and ample parking space away irom
the road provided.

In the longer term other restaur-
ants and attractive open air facilities,
such as the half formed natural ampi-
theatre and the proposed bathing pool,
may be needed. It is also suggested
that a new Government House should
be in the Park where the setting
would be entirely appropriate to the
function.

He makes further reference to KXing's
Park in Chapter 9. Those are the com-
ments of a modern authority on this sub-
ject who has considered the matter at
great length. He has not suggested that
the place be locked up for all time and
that we do nothing to develop this land
in an intelligent manner. He says it
should be jealously eguarded,

Parliament, as a result of the 1954 legis-
lation, has taken unto itself the right to
say what developments should take place
within certain limits. We, as a Parlia-
ment, took the right unto ourselves instead
of leaving it in the hands of a reputable
body known as the King's Park Board.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Is that a reputable
board?

Mr. COURT: Yes, I trust it is. Once
Parliament took untc itself that right, it
also accepted a grave responsibility—the
responsibility to make sure that future
generations could not look back on us and
say that because we did not have the
courage to make a decision on this issue,
because it was easier to say “No.)”
future generations have been denied a
very great facility.

Mr, Evans: It is easier to say “No”?

Mr. Lapham: It is easier and more popu-
lar to say “Yes.”

Mr, COURT: It is very interesting to
hear the nature and place of these inter-
jections. Surely this House has now ac-
cepted the responsibility, having taken
it away from the King's Park Board and
the Government of the day, to say what
developments shall take place. I put it
to members that if we allow this oppor-
tunity to go, we may lose for all time the
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opportunity to properly develop a part of
this park in such a manner as to provide
full recreational facilities.

Mr. Perkins: Why do you say that?
Those living in 100 years time and the
others following us can do these things.

Mr. COURT: There is an explanation.
The Perth City Council cannot be ex-
pected to take these rebuffs indefinitely.
It will naturally have to rearrange its
affairs in other ways. Whether to go on
with this type of recreational facility is
up to that hedy, whose business it is. We
believe in the power of local government,
and the decision is theirs. It has bheen
obviously prepared to stake its claims with
its own electors and ratepayers. It takes
a lot of courage to face electors in that
manner especially when they can throw
the councillors out at the next elections.

Let members not adopt the attitude that
these people are doing something easy.
They are prepared to run the risk, from
mayor downwards, of facing their elec-
tors on this issue. They should be ad-
mired for that. After all, they are men
who give their services voluntarily to the
community. They have taken a lot of
abuse from some people in this com-
munity over this project, but they are
prepared to go on. They are befter able
to judge the reactions of the man in the
street than some of us in this House,

Mr. Oldfleld: Why should members of
the City Council be better judges of the
man in the street than members of this
House?

Mr. COURT: I should imagine they
would understand the reaction of their
ratepayers as well, if not better, than we
could.

Mr. Oldfield: Why?

Mr. COURT: Because they are in closer
touch. It is their business.

Mr. Perking: Some of us are their rate-
payers.

Mr. COURT: I am sure they have al-
lowed a generous share of such people to
vote against them. Various factors have
intruded themselves into this discussion.

When the member for Wembley Beaches
raised a question with the Speaker the
other day implying that there had been
a threat to members of this House, I was
rather surprised. I subsequently sought
and obtained a copy of the pamphlet
which I presume was the one to which he
was referring. It is headed “Do You Sup-
por{ Progress?” If {hat is a threat to
members I hate to say what some of the
other documents are on my file, received
from people on the opposite side. ‘This
is all that the pamphlet says—

During the past months you have
read and heard arguments for, and
against, the Perth City Council’s pro-
posal for the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King’s Park.
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This Centre will provide the most
wonderful amenity in existence in the
Commonwealth, and is a vital neces-

, sity for the development of our child-
ren in the moulding of strons,
healthy bodies and fine characters.

It will be a facility which you and
your children will be able to enjoy to
the fullest, irrespective of age, and
not like the bhowling and tennis clubs
which are for the enjoyment of mem-
bers only,

The story presented by a loud-
voiced minority that it will damage
the park is, to use a mild term, grossly
incorrect. )

Mr, Evans: The loud-mouthed minarity
is just as correct.

Mr. COURT: They are loud in the ex-
pression of their opinion. My sole reason
for reading this pamphlet is not to furnish
material for my argument but to demon-
strate there is no threat in it. It goes
on—

Rather will it enhance the natural
beauty of King’s Park in a most won-
derful manner and, instead of the site
being as it is at present, a decaying
corner of desolate bush, it will be-
come a heautiful garden centre with
glorious lawns and trees.

These are the true facts, and if you
should have any remaining lingering
doubts a visit to the Perth Council
Chambers, where the plans may be
inspected, will convince you beyond
doubt.

However, wonderful as this plan for
an aquatic centre in King's Park is,
it will not become a fact unless you
speak up in favour of it.

The Solution is in Your Hands.

Please, for the sake of progress, tell
your members of Parliament, either
by word of mouth or letter, that you
want them to vote in favour of the
King’s Park site.

By doing this you will be doing a
great service to the community and
the State.

On the opposite section of this cir-
cular is a list of metropolitan mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly and
the Legislative Council.

‘What is wrong with a pamphlet like that?
Mr. Evans: Who issued it?

Mr. COURT: The Eastern Press.

Mr. Lapham: That is the printer.
issued it?

Mr, COURT: I do not know for certain.
I am given to understand unofficially that
one of the leading sporting bodies is in-
terested. I am assured categorically that
the Perth City Council neither inspired
nor issued it. Coming back to the site of
the aquatic centre, ane has to have regard
to suitability. Prom the engineering point

Who
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of view frankly I do not know. We are
assured by sound- engineering advice that
it is a suitable site and preferable to many
other sites that are avaflable. From the
transport peint of view, it could not be
better located. It is right at the junction
of some very important thoroughfares, and
the public transport system to that area
is first-class:

The Perth City Council has made, what
appeared to me to be rather generous pro-
visions for parking so that the local in-
habitants will not be besieged by cars up
and down the street, excepting on extra-
ordinary occasions. The provision for 500
cars is reasonable for any normal usage
that can be expected. There will be special
days when there will be many more vehicles
but provision cannot be made for parking
at all times to cover special occasions. So
that aspect in the design that has been
shown to us in the House is fairly well
catered for,

The question of future games—by that
I mean Olympic, Empire or other games of
that standard-is a very important consi-
deration. It is no good waiting until we
make our hid for such games, say, the 1962
Empire Games or some later games. That
will ke too late. We have to be able to
show to the people of the world that we
possess the required facilities. A suitable
sporting centre for Olympie, Empire or
similar games cannot be built in a year.
It is important that we make progress to-
wards that end.

Mr. Evans: Where do you want to build
such a sporting centre?

Mr. COURT: I think there are adequate
places for that. That does not happen to
be the matter under consideration. The
aquatic centre is a vital part of such a
scheme eventually. The time will come
when an area—I am not saying it will be
Burswood Island or any other place:
frankly, I would not know and I would
not make bold to suggest one at this point
of time—will have to be developed. This
centre would be a separate but vital part
of a scheme. If we knock back s local
authority like this when it comes forward
with a project, and it thinks that is the
fate of future profjects, what chance have
we got of encouraging such a body? We
should seize this apportunity to encourage
the Perth City Council in the project it is
putting forward.

Mr. Oldfield: Is it not a fact that the
Nedlands Golf Club is looking for land
for a golf course? :

Mr. COURT: The interjection is ir-
relevant. I can assure the hon. member
that that club will not get an area in King's
Park. He is making an absurdity of a
serious situation. An attempt has been
made by some members to belittle the
efforts of some very reputahle bodies in
connection with this scheme. I have here
a file of letters from those bodies.
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Mr, May: You need not read them. We
have all got them.

Mr. COURT: 1 have no infention of
doing that. It is rather interesting that
members in seeking for something to put
their hat on, keep bringing up the point
of the letters being typed on one type-

writer, I have several here not typed on
the same typewriter. I want to make this
point: Almost without exception, the

material I have here against the project is
duplicated.

We cannot get anything more alike than
duplicated documents. I have 22 documents
in all here protesting against the project.
They have cohviously all been prepared on
one machine and duplicated. All that has
been done is to write in the name of “Mr.
Court” on top. If we are to poke fun at
one lot of documents which have the same
typing, surely we should poke fun at the
other lot, but I myself do not poke fun
at either lot!

If the sporting bodies felt so keenly about
the matter as to impress the public and
members of Parliament, it is natural that
they would get together. I am fairly safe-
in saying that the mainspring has been
through the influence of one of these lead-
ing sporting bodies. I would not like to
think for one moment that the members
of this House treated with a sneer the
letters they received from the various
bodies, which are not only representative
of the youth and sporting sections of this
community, but are also composed of very
responsible citizens, many of whom are-
office bearers doing great credit to them-
selves and to the State. I tried to answer
the letters from both sides. In only one
case did I get 2 reply in which I was
thanked, where the writer was opposed to
the scheme. Probably the others took
umbrage and will not speak to me again.

In conclusion, I want to make one point
which is very pertinent to this occasion.
1t has been suggested that when Parlia-
ment passed the 1954 amendments to the
Parks and Reserves Act, because the refer-
ence was specific in connection with an
aquatic centre and an orchestral shell,
Parliament virtually gave away its right,
or decided there and then the issue against
those two projects. I am going to quote
the words of the author of that particular
Bill because I think it is pertinent and
fair so to do. On page 3503 of the 1934
Hansard this is reported—

Mr. Lapham: I deny that I brought
down the Bill to prevent the establish-
ment of an aguatic centre in King's
Park.

He was specific on the point. He had heen
challenged at the time because it had been
suggested that in a fit of pique on learning
that the pool was not going to be estab-
lished somewhere else, he hrought down
the Bill to stop it being established at
King’s Park.
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He made this specific statement to allay
the fears of those who were obposed to the
Bill in 1954. That is satisfacfory testimony.
I think the member for North Perth would
be fair enough to agree that it was not
his intention when the 1954 legislation was
decided, and these restrictions were im-
posed in the Parks and Reserves Act, that
Parliament had decided the issue, cnce and
for all, in respect of an aguatic centre and
an orchestral shell, Having regard to the
backeground of the park, the actions of one
who is regarded as one of the fathers of
the park, Lord Forrest, the views of Pro-
fessor Stephenson in more recent years
and the general conception set oul in the
dedication of this park, I consider this
scheme is entitled to be authorised for
establishment in King’s Park for the bene-
fit of the people of today and for posterity.

On motion by Mr. May, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned al 10.30 p.m.
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